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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Tae materials of which this volume is chiefly composed 
consist of various manuscript letters written to Mr, 
Wittiam Fox, as the founder of the Sunday-school 
Society ; of manuscript documents of the early pro- 
ceedings of the Committee of that Institution; and of, 
extracts from the Congregational Magazine for J anuary ; 
and February, 1820. 

The writer acknowledges, with respectful feelings, 
the readiness with which the present Committee granted | 
him the use of the Minute Books of the ae 
Society. 

When the reader has perused this memoir he will 
probably feel surprised that the following statement; 

= published in 1813, should have obtained currency, as: 

| the “ Account of the Rise and Progress of the GenERaL 
Sunpay-scuoot Society,” viz. “ We know not ex- 
actly who were the original promoters of this Society, . 

) but the first public meeting was held on the 30th of. 

=) August, 1785, for the purpose of taking into considera-. 3 
| tion the propriety of establishing and supporting S 
day-schools for the instruction of poor children in 
different parts of the kingdom !” * &c, &c. | 

The retiring modesty of Mr. Fox, who was living at 
that time, and who most likely saw this statement, pre-" 
vented him from making known who were “ the original 
promoters of this Society;” but it is wonderful that: 
none of his particular friends who had been members 


* The Sunday. School Repository, &c., p. 10. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


with him of the Provisional Committee (several of 
whom were then living) had not stepped forward to 
give that information to the world. 

The writer assigns as the reason for his publishing 
this memoir, the inspired command, “Honour to 
wHom Honour.” He considers it due to the memory 
of the late Mr. Witxiam Fox, that while Mr. Roserr 
Rakes has justly the honor of having first established 
Sunday-schools, that Mr. Fox should be known to pos- 


terity as being the originator of a Society for promot- 


ing universal, scriptural, gratuitous education, which, 
under his management, and at his suggestion, settled 
down into the Sunpay-scnoon Society. 

The thanks of the writer are due to,Mr Jonathan 

Fox, of Liverpool, and Miss Susannah Fox, of Ciren- 
cester, for the valuable assistance which they have 
rendered in this attempt to compile a faithful memoir of 
their late honored father. The design of the writer in 
publishing this little work on the Sunpay-Scuoor Ju- 
BILEE, the 24th inst., is in order that the benevolent 
names of Raikes, the churehman, and Fox, the dis- 
senter, mxy descend together to posterity, as the 
benefactors of their country and of the world. 
That a divine blessing may rest on this work, and 
render it of use to the cause of Sunday-school in- 
struction, is the prayer of its compiler, Pe ae 
No. 51, Devonshire Street, 


OO 


Sep. 10, 1831. 
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MEMOIR, ‘ 
Se. | 


IntrRopuctory Remarks. 4 


In attempting a Memoir of the founder of the Sun- 
day-school Society, I feel a full conviction that, com- : 
paratively, very few persons have so spent their lives as 
to secure a title to honorable distinction among their: 
survivors, and to have a niche assigned them by uni- 
versal consent in the Temple of Immortality. The» 
well known lines of Cowper are just respecting “ Some 
names of little note, recorded in the Biographia Bri- 
tannica 
** Oh, fond attempt to give a deathless lot 

To names ignoble, born to be forgot ! : 
In vain, recorded in historic page, 
They court the notice of a future age ; 

Those twinkling tiny lustres of the land 

Drop one by one from Fame’s neglecting hand : 
Lethean gulfs receive them as they fall, 

And dark oblivion soon absorbs them all.” 


Nor is this circumstance to be regretted. Biograg 
phical accounts ought not to be preserved unless they 
contain examples of virtuous conduct, either as patriots, 
philanthropists» or Christians. What benefactor of his 
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race would feel regret if the life of Alexander, or 
Napoleon, were blotied out of the records of history ’— 
unless, indeed, it were for the purpose of perpetuating 
their recollection as the scourges of God, the minis- 
ters of his wrath, the finished models of human ambi- 
tion and cruelty ; to be held up to view, not for imitation 
but for desecration, not to be admired but to be 
abhorred. 

May it not be hoped that the time will yet arrive 
when the characters of deceased persons will be estimated, 
not by sculptured marble and emblazoned escutcheons, 
nor by epitaphs of fulsome panegyric, but by the bene- 
volent institutions which had been by them in their lite- 
time either founded or supported? Tobe known to pos- 
terity as having erected an hospital, or a house for the 
worship of God, .isa far more noble distinction than that 
to which Shakespeare and Garrick have attained as the 
promoters of dramatic amusements. To have gained 
the name of philanthropist like Howard, or Hanway, or 
Thornton, or Granville Sharpe, is more distinguished 
fame, and will prove the fountain of more permanent 
honor, than the title of conqueror, senator, or states- 
man. 

It is worthy of being remarked that, when the Lord 
Jesus Christ gave the highest description of the useful 
labours of Apostolic men, it was by his saying,—“ I 
have chosen you that ye should bring forth fruit, and 
that your fruit should remain.” It should seem that 
even the principles which they propagated by their 
ministry,.and the chushes which they planted and 
‘watered by their labours, were fruits far inferior in 
Value to the inspired gospels and epistles which they 
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7 
were employed by mn Holy Spirit to write: because 
that “ fruit remains :’—“The Oracles of 
“ The Scriptures of Truth :’—* Profitable for all 
things.” 

I am not aware that any consideration would Had 
induced me to write the Life of the late Mr. Witt1aM 
Fox, but the persuasion that he was a Benefactor to the 
world by planting the acorn which has produced, to 
speak figuratively, one of the finest oaks even of 
British growth, and which appears destined to be the 
_ glory and defence of our native country, so long iis 
ignorance and vice make it necessary that the children 
of the poor should be taught to read and to understand 
the Bible. When thinking of Wittiam Fox, as the 
companion of the noble band of philanthropists above 
enumerated, I feel a respect for his memory approach- 
ing to veneration ; and when contemplating him as ‘a 
Deacon of one of our London churches, and who 
shared the confidence and affection of the excellent 
Abraham Booth, I cherish an affection for his name 
perhaps bordering on enthusiasm; but when dwelling 
on the prominent features of his character as the pro- 
jector and the chief agent of promoting a national arid 
scriptural education, rising superior to all personal 
friendships and sectarian feelings, the founder of the 
Sunday-school Society, I am borne away with admira- 
tion and surprise ; and, while I acknowledge the Divine 
hand which formed him for such a work, I feel strongly 
impelled to apply to him what is recorded by the in- 
spired apostle respecting the benevolent Barnabas 
“ He was a good man and full of the Holy Ghost and\of 
faith, and much people were added to the Lord.” 
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CHAP. I. 


Tae parents of Mr. Fox were inhabitants of the vil- 
lage of Clapton, in Gloucestershire, where they rented 
and farmed the Manor Estate. Both of them were 
pious and active members of the Baptist church at 
Bourton-on-the-water, then under the care of that emi- 
nent minister, Benjamin Beddome, A. M. They had 
a family of eight children, of which the subject of this 
memoir was the youngest. William Fox was born 
Feb. 14, 1736; his father died before this son, who was 
destined to be such a blessing to the world, had com- 
pleted his third year. Left with so large a family of 
young children, it is said his pious widowed mother 
found it difficult to support them in that comfortable 
way to which, in their father’s life time, they had been 
accustomed. Mrs. Fox was a woman of superior in- 
tellect, as may be concluded from the following cir- 
cumstance related by her son :—“If advice were 
wanted in cases of difficulty by any of the people of 
the village, or if assistance were needed in seasons of 
affliction, their usual exclamation was, ‘Go to Mrs, 
Fox.’ 

When William was seven years of age, his eldest 
brother, who had become a farmer and maltster in the 
village, found him employment by sending him into 
mis fields to keep the birds off the corn. Who would 


From his Birth to the time of his Apprenticeship. 
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have imagined at that time that this rustic boy was an 
embrio Howarp?> It has been often found that the 
elements of future eminence of character had been 
manifested in very early life. The following anecdote 
confirms the correctness of the observation in relation 
to the subject of this history :—When William Fox 
was about ten years of age, employed as the birds’ dis- 
turber, he sat down under a tree in the field and wept 
bitterly. “All my brothers,” said he to himseif, “ are 
well provided for, but there is no prospect at all of a 
comfortable provision for me.” At length he came to 
the following resolution, most extraordinary for a boy 
in his circumstances and at such anearly age: “ I will,” 
thought he, “ get into some profitable business, and 
will pursue it with industry and care until | have 
acquired sufficient property to purchase this farm of my 
brother's ; nor will I be contented until I possess as my 
own the whole of this my native village, and the lord- 
ship which belongs to it.” Incredible almost as it 
might appear, he steadily pursued this object, and about 
forty years afterwards he fully accomplished his design, 
so that the destitute orphan became lord of the manor 
of Clapton ! 

His employment in the fields bedveneed him from 
procuring education, which he earnestly wished to 
obtain, and the want of which he greatly lamented. 
The opportunities which he occasionally had, when not 
in the fields, he endeavoured toturn to the best account 
at the village school ; and when the other boys were 
devoted to play, in the, intervals of school hours, he 
was found diligently employed at his books. The fol- 


® lowing anecdote will serve to prove the estimation in 
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which his schoolmaster held him as to his promising 
abilities and general good conduct :—The master had a 
brother at Abingdon in Berkshire, who wanted an ap- 
prentice, and he selected William Fox as suitable for 
the situation; and though only ten years of age he 
warmly recommended his deserving pupil. Anxious to 
get out into the world, with his dreams of becoming 
lord of the manor of Clapton impelling him, his wise 
and affectionate mother reluctantly consenting, William 
went to Abingdon and entered with ardour upon the 
duties of his new station. The work, however, he was 
called upon to perform, was soon found to be too labo- 
rious for him, so that at the end of six months he was 
compelled to relinquish his situation and return to his 
native village, where he again resumed his rustic em- 
ployments, and continued in them until he had nearly 
completed his sixteenth year. 

With the little education he had obtained, he some- 
times employed himself at attempts to compose verses. 
One of his elder brothers happened to see a copy of 
some of these rhymes, and from the merit which they 
discovered he insisted that William should be placed, 
if possible, in a situation more suitable to his taste and 
abilities, and which might prove more advantageous. 
This brother, accordingly, in the year 1752, found 
means to introduce William to a Mr. R., a respect- 
able draper and mercer at Oxford, and this circum- 
stance proved to be that extraordinary event which led, 
under the direction of Providence, to thé accomplish- 
ment of all his wishes. 
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CHAP. II. 


From the time of his apprenticeship to his esta- 
blishment in London. 


Ara later period in life than youths in general com- 
mence learning a trade or profession, we find William 
Fox bound apprentice in a draper’s and mercer’s shop 
in the city of Oxford. I have not been able to obtain 
many materials in regard to the manner in which he 
served his master. What is said of him, however, 
amounts to proof that his conduct was excellent :— 
*“‘ His behaviour was such as might have formed a 
model for young men in similar situations; it proved 
the truth of a sensible adage, ‘ character is power.’” 
As a further confirmation of his good behaviour, his 
master in a short time placed him at the head of his 
business ; and, two years before the expiration of his 
indenture, gave up to him his house and shop and 
stock of goods, amounting in value to between £3000 
and £4000. This act of his master was considered the 
more extraordinary as Mr. R. was a man of notorious 
miserly habits. It was singular also as he had two 
young men in his employment, his nephews, both of 
whom were older, and had been longer in the business, 
than William Fox; and the circumstance was rendered 
still more remarkable as Mr. R.’s notions of the man- 
ner in which his business should be conducted were 
totally at variance with those of William Fox, who in 
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almost every thing was the very reverse of his master. 
Mr. R. had made no scruple of serving bis customers 
on the Lord’s day, or of asking much more for an 
article than he intended to take for it; but William 
Fox, when his master proposed that he should take his 
business off his hands, told him explicitly that if he 
took the concern he should pursue quite another plan, 
as he was resolved neither to sell on the Sabbath nor 
to ask another price for his goods than that for which 
he meant to sell them. Mr. R. replied to this state- 
ment, “ If you do not serve on a Sunday you will very 
soon lose all the business ;” and yet, strange as it may 
appear, he entrusted him with the whole property, 
without demanding any guarantee besides that which 
the character of William Fox for industry and economy 
afforded. It ought to be recorded that, so far from the 
prediction of Mr. R. being verified, the blessing of 
God so remarkably rested upon the labours of his 
successor, and the business was so greatly increased, 
that in a very few years Mr. F. was able to pay off the 
whole amount of.stock, and found himself in most 
comfortable circumstances. His income was con- 
siderable, and his reputation unsullied ; his house and 
his table were always open, especially to the serious 
young clergymen who belonged to the university; one 
of these who often visited him was the late Rev: Dr. 
Haweis, well known in the religious and missionary 
communities. 

About a year before Mr. Fox entered upon busi- 
ness, he and one of his sisters had been oaptized 
at Bourton, and had joined the church there, of which 
their honored parents had been members. It appears 
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that his conversion to God was effected, as a means in 
the hand of the Holy Spirit, by his having read the 
only religious book which his master possessed, except 
the Bible. 3 

Mr. Fox, being a Protesta..: dissenter in principle 


as well as by profession, could not consistently unite in | 
communion with members of the established church. | 
He, however, attended the ministry of his friend, Dr. | 
Haweis,* though he could not approve of the manner ° 


in which the public worship was conducted, nor of the 
neglect of discipline, as he considered, in the promis- 


cuous admission of persons to the Lord’s table, by the | 
ministers in Lady Huntingdon’s connexion. Mr. Fox, | 


after his settlement in trade, had been often advised to» 


look out for a suitable female companion in the mar- | 
riage state. He used to say pleasantly but seriously in © 


reply, “* There are three things in relation to marriage 


which I am resolved not to do:—1. I will not marry | 
a woman who is not decidedly pious. 2. I will not’ 


unite myself to a wife until 1 am satisfied that I can 


respectably maintain her. 3. [ will not marry any . 


woman, without I can first obtain her father’s. consent.” 
To these resolutions he rigidly and scrupulously 


adhered ; and about the year 1761 he made choice of. 
Miss Tabor, the eldest daughter of Jonathan Tabor, 


Esq., a merchant at Colchester, in Essex, a gentleman 


very highly esteemed for his piety and integrity, . 
In this connexion, during a very long period, Mr. Fox | 


was singularly blessed and happy. 


* This was before the late Rev. James Hinton, M.A 
was settled at Oxford. 
B 
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It has been already observed that Mr. Fox was far 
from being happy at Oxford in regard to his religious 
connexions ; he therefore, about the year 1764, having 
purchased a large business in Leadenhall Street, 
removed with his wife and family to London. Hesoon 
united himself to the church in Prescott Street, Good- 
man’s Fields, then under the care of the Rev. Samuel 
Burford, and soon afterwards of the Rev. Abraham 
Booth. He had now the happiness of Mr. Booth’s 
edifying ministry and intimate acquaintance, together 
with the friendship of other valuable characters, 
which was a source of much. personal enjoyment. 
One of these gentlemen, a deacon with him, was 
Joseph Gutteridge, Esq. of Denmark Hill, Camberwell. 
When Mr. Fox first settled in London, he met with 
many trials and discouragements. The retail trade in 
which he had engaged did not answer his expectations. 
It was not long too before he was seized with a violent 
fever, which it was feared would have terminated in 
his death. On this occasion his father-in-law, Mr. 
Tabor, came from Colchester to see him. According to 


what had been his custom on all trying occasions, Mr. | 


T. requested some of the praying friends of Mr. Fox 
to assemble, for the purpose of their uniting in fervent 
supplications, if it were the Divine will and would be 
for the glory of God that their afflicted brother might 
be restored to health and strength. When they had 
concluded their meeting of prayer, Mr. T. said with 
great confidence, “ Mr. Fox will live.” Certain it is 
from that time the fever left him, and he began to 
recover. He very soon returned to his business, which 
from this time greatly improved. He not long after- 
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| 
wards removed to Cheapside, and embarked in the 
wholesale line, and at length became a considerable 
merchant, and prospered in trade beyond all his pre- 
vious anticipations. In reference to this period of his 
life, and. especially in regard to the happiness he 
enjoyed in church fellowship, one of his surviving 
children says of him,—“ Useful and respected at this . 
time in no common degree, he in later years looked , 
back upon the period with regret, and would call those | 
his haleyon all 


CHAP. III. | 
His efforts to promote a system of universal serip- 
tural education for the poor. 


Tae wholesale line of business in which Mr. Fox | 
had now engaged required him to take frequent ; 
journeys through the several counties of England, | 
which afforded him opportunities of witnessing the de-} 
plorable ignorance of the lower classes of our popula- ‘ 
tion. He often found hamlets, and even villages, 
where the poor were in utter destitution of the Bible, 
and ascertained that, even had that divine book been 
presented to them, not one in twenty could have read 
it. This lamentable case greatly affected his heart, and 
led him to devise various means whereby sucha grievous - 
and widely-spread evil might be effectually remedied ; | 
but the friends whom he consulted thought nothing 
short of parliamentary interference could effect it. He 
accordingly applied, both personally and by letter, to 
many members of the legislature in both houses, but 
was compelled soon to relinquish all hope of getting 
assistance for such an object from the government. 


‘ 
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It was at this period, about the year 1784, that he 
purchased the manor of Clapton, ia his native village. 
This gave him an opportunity of making a commence- 
ment, and he accordingly not only clothed all the poor 
people of the parish, men, women, and children, but 
set up a daily school for the free struction of all who 
were willing to attend it. In this school the reading 
was entirely confined to the Bible, and, as there was no 
meeting-house in the village, the children, and all those 
who partook of his bounty, were directed to attend on 
the Lord’s-day at the parish church. 

Mr. Fox had long been desirous, and had made known 
his wish several years before this to his most intimate 
friends, that “ every poor person in the kingdom might be 
taught to read ;” and in the most persevering manner 
had recommended the establishment of a society, equal 
to the support of such an undertaking. In a letter 
written by him (speaking of the Sunday-schools founded 
by Mr. Raikes in 1781), he says, “‘ Long before their 
establishment I had formed the design of universal 
schools, though by a different mode. This design I had 
year after year mentioned to most of my friends, both 
clergy and laity, but with little success, as they were 
alarmed at the magnitude of the undertaking.” 

Finding that no one whom he had urged to the 
formation of a society, would take the lead, Mr. Fox, at 
the “ Baptist monthly meeting” held at the King’s Head 
in the Poultry, i in May 1785, brought the subject for- 
ward, and submitted it to their consideration, viz. 
““ Whether some plan might not be adopted by which all 
the children of the poor might receive a scriptural edu- 
cation, by being taught to read the Bible.” 

Thechairman on this occasion was Henry Keene, Esq., 
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of Walworth, a deacon of the Baptist church in Maze- 
Pond, of which the late Rev. James’ Dore was pastor. 
Mr. Fox thus introduced his sobject — 
“ Mr. Chairman, . | 

** Unaccustamed to speak in public, and but 
little acquainted with the mode of conducting public 
business, I rise with peculiar diffidence to bring before 
you a subject, which, though unconnected with that for 


which we are assembled, and conseqpently not within | 


our notice as a Committee, will, I trust, be found worthy 
of your serious consideration, as gentlemen, and as 
Christians. And while I feel and lament my own ina- 
bility for so important a work, and sincerely wish it 
were in more able hands, it will not, I trust, be neces- 
sary to plead like an Apollos a cause already counte- 
nanced by some of the gentlemen present, and which I 
hope will tind the most powerful advocate in the ge- 
nerous breasts of all—for generosity, though not con- 
fined to this country, or peculiar to this city, is however 
one of its most leading characters: nor has it any where 


shone with greater lustre thanin the circle with which I . 


am now surrounded. Animated with these sentiments, and 
feeling as I do the most disinterested concern for the 
poor, I wish to place them under your protection, 
where, cherished by your influence, this little plantation, 


hitherto neglected, except by the fostering care of a few 
individuals, might rise into a forest,and fill the country. - 
“ Who that passes through the villages can view — 


with unconcern the toil of the labourer, while he 


7 


reflects upon the trifling pittance it affords him? For : 
several months in the year he does not receive more » 
than five or six shillings a week, and on these slender ¢ 


earnings exist (and it ts but'a an existence) the whole fa- : 
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mily. Enter his cottage, and you will see the indigent 
pair dealing out to their children their scanty allow- 
ance: bread and water are frequently all their fare, and 
it would pierce a heart of stone to hear them crying for 
more, which their wretched parents are unable to give. 
Their clothing also bears the mark of extreme indigence : 
a few rags are thrown over the shoulders of some, 
while others are almost in a state of nature. A little 
straw serves them for a bed, where the rain trickling 
from the thatcn, and the piercing wind whistling through 
the time-worn cottage, interrupt their repose and 
prevent their losing the remembrance of their sorrows 
in the arms of sleep. This is not an exaggerated 
picture, or a solitary instance; but what might too 
often be found both in our towns and villages. Great, 
however, as the temporal evils of the poor are, and nu- 
merous as their wants appear, for these I ask no relief : 
but I doask, nay, I entreat, your aid for the support of 
schools, that, while the poor remain destitute of the com- 


quainted with that which is to come. 

“ Could it have been imagined that in a Christian 
country, a Protestant country too, no provision would be 
made for the education of poor children, about whom 
the heathen took so much pains? So however it is, and 
it is a disgrace to the Christian name. Without a 
Bible in their houses, and, if they had one, without 
ability to read it, too much neglected by the clergy, as 
well as deserted by others, the poor live as the beasts 
that perish. What an opportunity then is here of dis- 
playing that generosity for which the heathen were so 
renowned, and of which, permit me to remind you of a 
noble example recorded in ancient history:—When 


forts of this life, they may not be altogether unac- - 
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Xerxes entered Greece at the head of nearly 3,000,000 | 
of men, he was encountered at the pass of Thermopyle by 
Leonidas, king of Sparta, who had only 4000. Victory . 
from local situation, and the peculiar circumstances 
under which the Grecians fought, would in all proba-: 


bility have long remained in suspense, had they not 


been betrayed and almost surrounded. In this critical. 
moment Leonidas dismissed all his soldiers, except 300. 
Spartans, with whom, determined to conquer or die, he: 
defended the pass, till, after laying 20,000 of the enemy: 


dead at his feet, himself and hig brave companions 
were slain also. This victory opened to Xerxes a pas- 
sage to the very gates of Athens. The Athenians, 
wisely judging it impossible to hold out against so 
powerful a host, resolved to quit their city, and retire 
to their ships; but, before they put in practice this 
desperate resolution, they determined to send their old 
mep, women, and ¢hildren to Freyene, a city at some 
distance bordering on the sea, the citizens of which, 
notwithstanding the extreme danger to which they also 
were exposed, received them cordially, maintained 
them at the public expense, and, as though maintenance 
and education were inseparably connected, established 
at the same time a runp for the support of these 
strangers, and scuoots for the education of their 
children ! | 

“ To have becn citizens of that city, Sir, under the 
circumstances just related, would have reflected an 


-honor upon you and upon me, to which the wealth of 


a Croesus, the power’of a Xerxes, and the conquests of 
an Alexander, would never have raised us. Had the 
old men, women, and children, of a strange city or 
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country requested, under similar circumstances, an 
asylum with us, should we have received and supported 
i them? trust we should, Should we have educated 
the children of these strangers also? Should we, I ask, 
iy have extended our benevolent regards to the education 
h of their children? Perhaps we might; and I venture 
to hope that we should. Let us however no longer delay 

to follow their example with respect to our own, Con- 
sider the children of the poor as looking up to us, and 
asking, not for the supply of their natural wants, but 
for the means of instruction only. And shall Christians 
refuse, to their own children that which heathens 
granted the children of strangers? There is not, per- 
haps, Sir, a more acceptable service rendered to our 
divine Lord than that of training up children in the 
way in which they should go. Let us appropriate a 
little of that money which the Jews expended in tra- 
velling to Jerusalem to worship, and a little gf qhat 
time which the primitive Christians spent in wandering 
from city to city, and from country to country, and let 
us devote tt to the children of the poor. And be it observed 
that by this institution there is no intention of raising 
them above their common level; for in that case how 
would our manufactories be carried on—our fields 
cultivated—our houses erected—and our tables fur- 
nished? And let none of my worthy friends be alarmed 
at the magnitude of the undertaking, and concludé 
that, because it is not in our power to furnish bread for 
a thousand persons perishing with hunger, therefore we 
will relieve none of them. Who is there amongst us 
but what knows that some of the most important 
events have taken their rise from very trifling be- 
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ginnings? Witness the ‘Society for Promoting Re- 
ligious Knowledge among the Poor.’ Two friends, I 
have understood, said one to the other, ‘ What shall 
we do to promote the glory of God, and the good of 
mankind?” The reply was, ‘ Let us purcliase a few 
books and give to the poor.’ A trifle (not more I 
think than eight shillings) was subscribed for that pur- | 
pose, and it need not be told to this respectable 
meeting (many of whom are the worthy supporters of 
it) by what hasty strides this excellent charity has ad- 
vanced to its present greatness. Suffice it to say, there 
is but one thing wanting to make it one of the most be- 
nevolent institutions that has yet been established. You 
will easily perceive the one thing to which I allude is that 
now submitted to your consideration: for of what use 
are Bibles to those who cannot read? It would ill become .- 
me to dictate to tliis assembly what kind of plan they — 
ought to adopt; but were I asked the question I should 
say, fix on aspot where some lively zealous gospel 
minister resides, and in /us village, and those in the 
neighbourhood, establish schools. These he might visit 
without much inconvenience, and in catechizing the child- 
ren he might also in a plain and simple way introduce 
the gospel among the parents.” 

It is easy to perceive that Mr, Fox’s plan of establish- 
ing free day schools, for the universal instruction of the 
poor, would have been attended with a very large 
expense, and, on that accotnt, would probably, ona 
large scale, have been impracticable. To the honor of 
the gentlemen present, however, they so far expressed 
their approbation of the proposed measure as to form a 
committee, and agreed that a meeting should be called to 
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take it into serious consideration, and commenced a sub 
scription towards carrying the object into effect. The 
following extract from a letter written by.Mr. Fox to 
a minister in London, in 1824, two years before 
his death, from Cirencester, will throw much light 
upon the state of feeling at that meeting. Speaking 
of some liberal proposal which had failed for want 
of support, the aged and amiable philanthropist says, 
“ And what shall we say to this? The importance of the 
object is not sufficiently considered, while a narrow and 
prejudiced spirit is too apparent: as it was in the chair- 
man of our first meeting, who said, ‘ Sir, 1 presume you 
intend to confine the plan to our own denomination, 
for then we shall go on in harmony.’ My answer was, 
* Sir, the work is great, and I shall not be satisfied until 
every person in the world be able to read the Bis.e, and 
therefore we must call upon all the world to help us !’” 
The proposed meeting was fixed for August 16th, at 
the same place, the King’s Head, in the Poultry. The 
following address for convening the meeting was pre- 
pared by the Provisional Committee, and sent to the 
clergy and the principal inhabitants of the city of 
London. 
_“ To the Benevolent and Humane, in favor of the 
Illiterate Poor. 
' “ You cannot be entirely unacquainted with that 
extreme ignorance in which multitudes of poor persons 
are, even in this land of gospellight: raised but a small 
degree above the brute creation, unable to read the 
Bible, and incapable of procuring an acquaintance with 
it, There is no reason to wonder, therefore, if they 
discover a spirit hostile to Christianity, and indulge 
dispositions that are the bane of civil society: evils 
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these, over which the wise and good have ever mourned, 
and against the growing effects of which many laudable 
attempts have been made by benevolent individuals, 
with obvious success. 

“ Nothing has contributed so much towards pro 
moting this design as EARLY instruction ; for ‘ that the 
soul be without knowledge, it is not good.’ Schools are 
already estublished in various parts of the country, m 
which the poor of different ages are taught toread. Bat, 
as these establishments have been much circumscribed; 
it is the wish of many individuals in the metropolis, 
who have already entered into subscriptwns, that a de- 
sign, in their apprehension of the greatest importance 
to the community at large, and to the poor in particular, 
should become general, 

‘In this good work all the benevolent and humane 
are earnestly intreated to unite. For, were they to 
enter the villages that are remote from the dwellings of 
the rich and the great, they would find them exhibit in 
striking colours the necessity of such a charitable exer- 
tion: the sad scenes of poverty and ignorance there 
beheld would be appeals too powerful for a compas- 
sionate mind to resist. Who, then, that possesses an 
ability, but would rejoice in an opportunity of diffusing 
the light of divine knowledge amongst persons that are 
enveloped with darkness, and that would not endeavour 
to dispel from their minds that worst of all evils, gee 


rance of themselves, and of the true character of Ged 
who made them ? 


“ With a view to the forming of « permanent Srewey 
for the benevolent purpose, and on the most cathode plan, 
a meeting will be held at the King's tlead Tavera, & 
the Poultry, on Tuesday, the 1dth of August, at Exe 
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o'clock in the afternoon ; at which time and place it is 
requested that all stich gentlemen as wish well to the 
design would give their attendance. 

“ London, 26th July, 1785.” 

Soon after the meeting in May, at which Mr. Fox 
proposed his design, he was informed that a gentleman, 
Mr. Robert Raikes, a printer at Gloucester, had some 
time since published, in a newspaper which he con- 
ducted, a statement respecting Sunday-schools. The 
following paragraph had appeared first in the Gloucester 
Journal of Nov. 3, 1783. ‘ Some of the clergy in dif- 
ferent parts of this county, bent upon atiempting a 
reform among the children of the lower class, are esta- 
blishing Sunday-schools for rendering the Lord’s day 
subservient to the ends of instruction, which has hitherto 
been prostituted. to bad purposes, Farmers, and other 
inhabitants of the towns and villages, complain that 
they receive more injury in their property on the Sab- 
bath than all the week besides: this, in a great measure, 
proceeds from the lawless state of the younger class, 
who are allowed to run wild on that day, free from 
every restraint. To remedy this evil, persons duly 
qualified are employed to instruct those that cannot 
read; and those that may have learnt to read are taught 
the catechism, and conducted to church. By thus 
keeping their minds employed, the day passes profit- 
ably, and not disagreeably. In those parishes where 
this plan has been adopted, we are assured that the be- 
haviour of the children is greatly civilized. The bar- 
barous ignorance in which they had before lived being 
in some degree dispelled, they begin to give proofs that 
those persons are mistaken who consider the lower 
order of mankind as incapable of improvement, and 


Ty 
4 
, 
+ 
=] 
fat 
oe 
~ 
J 
~ 
<a 
4 
=) 
‘ 
Py 
~ 
“Ge 
~ 
«> 


do 


therefore think an attempt to reclaim Impraction- 


ble, or, at least, not worth the trouble.” 
This paragraph, having been copied into the London 
papers, was communicated to Mr. Fox, just at the time 


when, as has been said, a Provisional Committee had 


been chosen to prepare the plan for a society to promote 
universal education among the poor. He instantly saw 
how superior this plan of Sunday-schools was to his 
own of weekly day-schools, and from this conviction 
he opened a correspondence on the subject, with Mr. 
Raikes, with whom he had had no previous acquaint- 
ance, His first letter to that gentleman is dated 

© London, June 15th, 1785. 


Sir, 
'“ The liberality and goodness of heart mani- 
fested in your benevolent plan of Sunday-schools will, 


I trust, render unnecessary any apology, though from a 


stranger, when it is considered that his only view in 
writing is that he may be enabled to copy after so 
worthy an example. | 

© You must know, Sir, long before your excellent 
letter appeared in the papers, I had felt a compassion, 
and entertained sentiments for the indigent and igno- 
rant poor, extremely similar to yourown. This led me 
to set up a school in one of our villages (Clapton, 
néar Bourton-on-the-water) ; but, as it is a daily one, 
and therefore attended with far greater expense, and 
perhaps with less utility than yours, it will very much 
oblige me, and, probably, gréatly promote the design I 
have in view, if you will please to favor me with a 


further account of your plan (if any alteration), and 


_ what particular advantages have resulted from it since 
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the publication of your letter. I have been apprehen- 
sive (and shall be extremely glad to find myself mis- 
taken) that it would be difficult, if not impossible, to 
teach children to read by their attendance on schools 
only on one day in seven. This is very material for. 
me to know: and, if they can, it will also be as desira- 
ble to ascertain the average time it takes for such in- 
struction, together with the age at which they are taken, 
the mode pursued by the teachers, and the expense 
attending the same. The reason I am thus particular 
is, because a society is forming in town, to which I 
belong, for carrying a plan of this sort into general use. 

“ The design, [ dare say, will appear to you laudable, 
but, at the same time, difficult: its success depends on 
the concurrence and aid of well-disposed Christians 
throughout the kingdom. Great events, however, 
having frequently taken their rise from small, and to 
human appearance trifling beginnings, we wish to make 
atrial; and, as the committee for drawing up a plan meet 
on the 23rd instant, I beg the favor of your reply prior 
to that time, that we may have the benefit of an experi- 
enced work, in order to assist our deliberations. 

‘¢ T remain, Sir, 
* Your obedient humble servant, 
To Robert Raikes, Esq., Fox.” 
Gloucester. 

To this letter (which I copy from the original), Mr. 

Raikes wrote the following answer, dated 
“ Gloucester, June 20th, 1785. 

Sir, 
“ You very justly suppose that an apology was 
utterly unnecessary fora letter like yours. I am full of 
admiration at the great, the noble design of the society | 
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you speak of as forming. If it were possible that my 
poor abilities could be rendered in any degree useful 
to you, point out the object, and you will find me not 
inactive. 

“ Allow me to refer you to a letter I wrote about a 
week ago to Jonas Hanway, Esq., upon the subject of 
Sunday-schools : if you ask him for a sight of it, I dare 
say he will lend it to you. 

“ With respect to the possibility of teaching children 
by the attendance they give upon the Sunday, I thought 
with you, on my first onset, that little was to be gained: 
but I now find that it has suggested to the parents that 
the little progress made on the Sunday might be im- 
»roved, and they have therefore engaged to give the 
teachers a penny a week to admit the children once or 
twice a day, during the recess from work at dinner 
time, or morning, to take a lesson every day in the 
week. To one of my teachers who lives in the worst 
part of our suburbs, I allow two shillings a week extra 
(besides the shilling I give her for the Sunday employ), 
to let all that are willing come and read in this manner. 
I see admirable effects from this addition to my scheme. 
[ find mothers of the children, and grown up young 
women, have begged to be admitted to partake of this 
benefit. Sorry I am to say that none of the other sex 
have shown the same desire. 

“ A clergyman from Painswick called upon me this 
afternoon, and expressed his surprise at the progress 
inade there. Many boys now can read, who certainly 


_ haye no other opportunity than what they derive from 


their Sunday instruction. This he assured me was the 
fact; but I think they must have applied at their own 
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homes.* I hear that the people in the Forest of Dean 
have begun to set this machine in motion among the 
children of the colliers, a most savage race. 

“A person from Mitchel Dean called upon me a few 
days ago, to report their progress. ‘ Sir’ says he, ‘ we 
have now many children, who three months ago knew 
not a letter from a cart wheel (that was his expression), 
who can now repeat hymns in a manner that would as- 
tonish you.” 

“ T have been out of town, or should have answered 
your polite letter sooner. I now have only time to 
give you these facts. When you have seen my letter 
to Mr. Hanway you will be able to judge whether fur- 
ther use can be made of the little experience I have 
had at this attempt at civilization. I[ can only say, 
show wherein I may be useful, and command, without 

reserve, 

“ Your most obedient servant, 


“ R. Rarkes.” 
To Mr. W. Fox, 


Cheapside, London.” 


The next meeting, according to the proposal in the 
circular of the Provisional Committee, was held on the 
16th of August, and was very respectably attended. Mr. 
Thomas Hunt was called to the chair. It appeared, 
however, that no one present was prepared to deliver 
his sentiments on the subject for which the assembly 
was convened, and Mr. Fox, being called upon, in- 
formed the company of his correspondence with Mr. 


* This sentence has been left out of the printed copies 


of this letter which I have seen, but is too important to he 
overlooked, 
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Raikes since the former meeting, and recommended, 
instead of the plan which he had then proposed, 
that Sunday-schvols should be adopted. This sug- 
gestion meeting with general approbation, a Committee 
of fourteen genticmen was chosen to carry it into 
effect, and Mr. Fox was requested to prepare and de- 
spatch a circular letter to various persons of influence, 
for the purpose of obtaining a more general meeting on 
the 30th instant, at the Paul’s Head Tavern, Cateaton 
Street. 

The following is a copy of Mr. Fox's circular, dated 
“ Friday August 26, 1785 :—“ Sir, encouraged by the 
promising success of the Sunday-schools established in 
some towns and villages of this kingdom, several gentle- 
men met on Tuesday evening, the 10th instant, at the 
King’s Head Tavern, in the Poultry, to consider of 
the utility of forming “A Socrery FOR THE ESTABLISH- 
MENT AND SUPPORT OF SUNDAY-SCHOOLS THROUGHOUT 
THE KINGDOM oF GreaT Barirain.” 

“ At this meeting i¢ was agreed to form such a so- 
cwty, and a Committee of fourteen gentlemen was 


chosen to draw up a code of laws for the government » 


of the said Society, and ja set of proper rules for the 
regulation of the schools.” 

“The Committee having met and drawn up a plan of 
the intended Society, and the Laws and Rules neces- 
sary for it and for the Schools, they propose to sub- 
mit their plan to the consideration of all such gentlemen 
as shall attend.a public meeting to be holden on Jues- 
day next, the 30th instant, at the Paul's Head Tavern, 
Cuteaton Street, at four o'clock in the afternoon.” 

‘To prevent vice—to encourage industry and virtue— 
to dispel the darkness of ignorance—to diffuse the light 
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of knowledge—to bring men cheerfully to submit to their 
_ stations—to obey the laws of God and their country— 
to make that useful part of the community, the country 
__ poor, happy—to lead them in the pleasant, paths of reli- 
gion here, and to endeavour to prepare them for a glo 
rious eternity, are the objects proposed by the promoters 
of this Institution. 
_. |“ To effect these great, these noble ends, they hope 
» t© form a Society which will enable them to establish 
Sunday-schools upon a plan so extensive as to reach the 
; Femotest parts of this Island; and they flatter them- 
selves. they shall receive the support, assistance, and 
patronage of persons of every rank and description. 

“ Private advantage and party seal are entirely dis- 
claimed by the friends and promoters of this lauda- 
ble Institution.. However men. may be divided into 
political parties, or however Christians may unhap- 
pily separate from each other on account of difference 
of sentiment, here they are all invited to join the com- 
cause—the glory of God—the good of their 
country—and the happiness of their fellow-creatures. 

“ Permit me to favor of attendance 
_at the proposed meeting. 

“T am, 
By order ‘ofthe 


this: letter, it appears, was sent 
to Thornes brother 6 Mr. Raikes of Glou- 
Gamer, wes by him transmitted to that gentleman, 
receiving it, addressed the letter to 
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“ My brother, T. 


circular letter he had received: with your signature, 


which has given me more pleasure than I can express. 


“I observe, by that letter, that you are to hold a 
meeting to-morrow. I regret that I am not situated 
near enough to attend it; but, as 1 was present yester- 
day se’nnight at a meeting which is intended to be es- 
tablished as an anniversary, at Mitchel Dean, a little 
town in this county, on the verge of the Forest of Dean, 


it occurred to me that a sketch of the pleasing scene I 
. there beheld may not be improperly laid before the 


gentlemen who attend your summons to ‘we Paul’s 
Head Tavern. 
-» “Maynard Colchester, and. William 


two gentlemen of property’in the neighbourhood, 


having heard of the happy effects arising from an atten- 


. tion, to the morals. of the rising generation of the poor, 
;, determined to try what could be done among the little 
lawless rabble which inhabit the borders, of the Forest 


near Mitchel Dean. About Christmas last, they estab- 
lished two schools, and admitted about fifty or sixty scho- 
lara of both sexes.; some of them the most ignorant, un- 


| civilized, beings in the country... Ten or twelve of the re- 


spectable inhabitants of the town readily engaged to sub- 


scribe; but, what was of greater moment, they took upon 


themselves the superintendance of the establishment ; 
and to their zeal may be ascribed; under the divine 
blessing, .its, success,\. The .promoters of the under- 
taking. did mie the honor to: invite me. to dine. with 
them on their-auniversary, to witness the progress that 
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had been made in this effort at civilization. The 
children, though many of them in apparel very ragged, 
were extremely clean. They walked in great order, two 
and two, to the church, where they were placed ina 
gallery exposed to the view of the whole congregation, 
and their behaviour during the service was perfectly 
silent and becoming. In the repetition of the Lord’s 
Prayer they all joined, and formed a charm that made 
every heart dilate with joy. The clergyman of the 
parish, a curate at £26 a year, gave an admirable dis- 
course from Mark iv. 28. This valuable young man 
had taken great pains in admonishing the children, and 
impressing them with due notions, how greatly their 
happiness could be increased, by introducing into their 
general behaviour habits of quietness and good nature 
to one another. The tenor of the arguments in his dis- 
course was to prove that if good seed be sown in the 
moral, as in the natural world, a plentiful harvest was no 
less to be hoped for; but that we must look for it in the 
same order; it might be some time before it made its 
appearance, and then by small beginnings—first the 
blade, &c. | 

“ After church, the children were conducted to the 
inn, where an examination took place of the progress 
made in reading. I was highly pleased to see the pro- 
ficiency some of them had made. Several could read 
in the Testament; and I found among them two or 
three with extraordinary memories. They have learnt to 
repeat several chapters. 

“‘ Nearly fifty of them were perfect in their catechism, 
and all could repeat some of Dr. Watts’s Hymns. The 
children were so much pleased with those pieces, that 
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two or three of them could repeat the whole book. 
But what pleased me most of all was the result of my 
inquiry into the effect upon their manners. ‘ That 
boy,’ said one of the gentlemen (pointing to a very ill- 
looking lad about thirteen) ‘ was the most profligate little 
dog in this neighbourhood. He was the leader of every 
kind of mischief and wickedness. He never opened his 
lips without a profane or indecent expression. And 
now he is become orderly and good natured, and in his 
conversation has quite left off profaneness.’ 

“ After dinner the gentlemen called in six boys, who 
had previously been taught a hymn, which I assure you 
they sang to admiration. I observed that one of the 
singers was the boy before mentioned. 

“The silence that prevailed among these children 
was remarkable : their benefactors dined in a room ad- 


- joining, but were not disturbed with their talking. 


“1 have given you this little recital, and, if it tend 
to prove the practicability of doing good to our fellow 
creatures, I hope it may prove an incitement to the 
work you are bringing forward. 

“Tam, with great respect,” 
Sir, 
‘‘ Your most obedient servants 


To Wm. Fox, Esgq., Ratxes.” 


Cheapside, London. 

On the 3uth of August the third meeting was held, 
and the celebrated Jonas Hanway, to whom Mr. R. 
Raikes’s first letter introduced Mr. Fox, took the 
chair. The following are the minutes :-— 

“At a meeting held at the Paul’s Ulead Tavern, 
Cateaton Street, this evening, the 30th of August 1785, 
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for the purpose of taking into consideration the propri- 
ety of establishing and supporting Sunday-schools for 
the instruction of poor children in different parts of the 
kingdom, 

Jonas Hanway, Esq., in the chair, 

“ Resolved unanimously that it is the opinion of this 
meeting that great benefit would accrue to the community 
at large from the adoption of such a measure, and that 
a Society be formed for carrying the same into immedi- 
ate effect. 

“Resolved unanimously that a general meeting be 
weld at the Paul’s Head Tavern, Cateaton, Street, on 
Wednesday the 7th of September at four o’clock, where 
the company of all those gentlemen who are friends to 
the undertaking is particularly requested. 

“Resolved unanimously that the thanks of this 
meeting be given to those gentlemen whio have been the 
neans of bringing forward this laudable design. 

“ Resolved unanimously that the thanks of this meet- 
ing be given to the chairman. 

“ Resolved unanimously that these resolutions be 
published in all the London newspapers. 


The following letter from Mr. Fox to Mr. Raikes of 
Gloucester contains an account of that meeting. 


“ London, Sept. 2, 1785. 
wear Sur. | 
“The favour you did me by your kind letter of the 
29th. ult. was more than you can possibly conceive. 
This letter, together with extracts I made from some of 


your other letters, was read, und afforded much useful in- 
formation. 
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_“Presuming upon the friendship with which you 
honored me, and particularly encouraged by your hast 
favor, I took the liberty of waiting on your brother the 
bank director, to request his acceptance of the chiuir, 
well knowing how much depended upon such a choice. 
Both your brothers received me with the greatest polite- 
ness and cordiality, promised the design countenance 
and support, but declined the chair, as the bank direc- 
tor was just going out of town, They then advised me 
to go to Mr. Thornton, another bank director; and 
your elder brother accompanied me to him. He also 
made the same kind offer of support, &c.. which your 
brothers had done, but was unfortunately going out of 
town likewise, and advised me to apply to Mr. Elanway, 
who took the chair soon after five o’clock. The report 


of the Committee was read over, but not fully entered in- 


to, because the meeting was called by circular letters to 
the clergy, magistrates, and principal inhabitants, and 
not advertised in the public papers. The business, 
therefore, is put off till next Wednesday, when another 
meeting will be called by public advertisement, to be 
held at the same place and time as the last. Should 
any thing occur which you think likely to forward the 
important design, your communicating the same will 
coufer the greatest obligation on, 
“ Dear Sir, 
“ Your much obliged friend, 
“ and humble servant, 
“ W. Fox.” 
To Robert Raikes, Esq., Gloucester. 
The fourth meeting was held according to appoint- 
ment on September 7th for the purpose of reconsider- 
ing the propriety of establishing and supporting Sunday 
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Schools agreeably to the resolution of the last meeting, 
Jonas Hanway, Esq., in the chair. 

At this meeting it was proposed and adopted unani- 
mously that a Society be now established in London for 
the support and encouragement of Sunday-schools in the 
different counties of England.* 


Resolved that the above Committee be desired to 
prepare and digest a plan for the regulation of this 
Society and present the same to the next general meeting: 

Resolved that the following bankers be appointed to 
receive Subscriptions :— 


Messrs, BLAND, BARNETT, HOARE, & HILL. 
CHILD, & Co. 
DRUMMOND, & Co. 
DOWN, THORNTON, & FREE, 
DORRIEN, MILLS, & MARTIN, 
W. FULLER, SON, & Co. | 
MARTIN, STONE, & Co. 


* A new Committee was chosen: the following gentlemen 


composed it :— 
J. HANWAY, Esa. T. DORRIEN, Esa, 
S. THORNTON, Esa. J. WARD, Esa, 


H, THORNTON, Esa, 
J. SANDERSON, Esa. 
T. FLicnut, Esa. 


T. RAIKEs, Esa, 
T. BODDINGTON, Esa, 
T. PLUMMER, Esa, 


P, SANSOM, Esa. H. KEENE, Esa. 
J. Bacon, Esa. S. HOARE, Ese. 
Mr. D. PARKER. Mr. W. Fox. - 
Mr. T. VALLANCE, Mr. T. STIFF, 
Mr. J. STONARD. Mr. J, TRIBBER. 


Mr. R. SHARP. Mr. S. FLAVELL, 
Mr. J. GuTTERIDGE. Mr. T, Hunt. 
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The Rules and Regulations, afterwards published, 
will show that some considerable alterations were made, 
particularly as to the constitution of the committee : 
this was now composed of twenty-four instead -of four- 
teen persons, and it was agreed that one half of them 
should be members of the established church, It 
wi!l doubtless be observed, too, that nothing is said 
in these “ Regulations” respecting catechisms: these 
were carefully excluded ; and it is most likely, from 
what appears in a subsequent letter, circulated by the 
Committee, that it was the understood principle upon 
which the basis of the Society was laid, that “ the ex- 
ercise of the scholars is restricted to reading in the Old 
and New Testament, and to spelling as a preparative 
for it.” 

Another general meeting was held at the Paul’s 
Head Tavern, on Wednesday the 2ist of September, 
1785, Henry Thornton, Esq., in the chair. The follow-. 
ing resolutions were adopted :— 

“ Resolved that the plan now produced by the Com- 
mittee of the Society for the Support and Encourage- 
ment of Sunday-schools, be approved by this meeting. 

“ Resolved,—that the twenty-four gentlemen who 
were appointed a committee at the last meeting do pre- 
pare the plan for publication, and take such other 
means for promoting the ends of this institution as 
may appear to them necessary, and report their pro- 
ceedings to the next general meeting.” 

The following are copies of the plans of the schools 
and of the rules and regulations of the Society :-— 

“Plan of 2 Society established in London, for the 
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Support and Encouragement of Sunday-schools in the 
different counties of England. 

“ Notwithstanding the numerous institutions of 
charity which are extant in this nation, there are many 
distresses which are still unrelieved, and many wants 
which are still unsupplied. It is not to be expected 
that any provision of human policy can wholly extir- 
pate wretchedness and ignorance ; and, while that ine- 
quality of condition which arises from the nature and 
constitution of things prevails in the world, the poor 
must be allowed their humble claim on the generosity 
of the rich. 

“The same providential hand that has permitted the 
existence of evil has implanted and encouraged in the 
human breast a principle of benevolence to restrain and 
alleviate it. The precepts of Christianity are, perhaps, 
in no instances better exemplified, than in attempts to 
comfort the afflicted, to assist the industrious, and to in- 
struct the ignorant. 

“ For this purpose, more particularly, charity schools 
are maintained in many parts of the country, and espe- 
cially in the metropolis: of the utility of which there 
can be no doubt. | 

“In places where extensive manufactories are esta- 
blished, the children are taught to be of use to their 
parents and masters in their childhood ; and their time 
is so wholly engrossed in their occupations, that few op- 
portunities remain of their gaining even the lowest 
degree of learning: when they grow up they are there- 
fore found in the greatest ignorance with respect to 
religion and morality ; and, as what they possess not 


38 

| 

| 
| 


— 


themselves they cannot communicate to others, it be- 
comes the inheritance of their posterity, and is entailed 
from generation to generation. The consequence too 
frequently is, a total thoughtlessness about their moral 
duties and the important concerns of a future state. 

** To remedy this evil, the institution of Sunday-schools 
has been suggested, and in several parts of the country 
has happily produced the most salutary effects. Very 
respectable authorities have testified to the pleasing al-. 
teration which has been derived from them, in the be- 
haviour, language, and manners of the children. 

“The benevolent mind that has beheld the anniversary 
meeting of the charity-schools of this city, and compares 
the present comfortable situation of the children with 
the filthiness, rags, and vicious ignorance in which they 
must otherwise have been left, will scarcely forbear 
wishing that such benefits may be extended, and the 
example followed, wherever, and as far as it may be 
practicable. 

“To promote the extensive influence and advantage 
of such schools—to give the children an opportunity 
of knowing what the sacred oracles contain—and, 
above all, to rescue them from low habits of vice and 
idleness, and to initiate them into a moral and religious 
course of life, are the ends herein proposed. 

“ The influence of the plan may indeed be felt compa- 
ratively less in London, where numerous schools 
already exist ; but it is reasonable to hope that it will 
produce the most beneficial consequences in the 
country manufacturing towns, and villages, where in- 
stitutions of this kind are seldOm established, and are 
of more difficult access. 
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' “Tt is matter of congratulation, to the present age, that 
the mutual animosities which have in former times dis- 
united the professors of the Christian faith have now 
given way to a more liberal construction of each other’s 
motives; and, while every man enjoys with freedom the 
right of private judgment, all denominations can con- 
cur in promoting the common interests, and, by che- 
rishing genuine Christian principles in the minds of 
children, prevent the corruption of morals, and advance 
the peace and felicity of their country,” 


“ Rules and Regulations of the Sunday-school Society 
established in London:— 


“1. This Society shall consist of a president, four 
vice-presidents, a treasurer, and all the governors. 

“2. A subscription of one guinea per annum shall 
constitute the subscriber a governor, during the con- 
tinuance of his subscription. 

“3. A donation of ten guineas, or upwards, at one 
time, or within the year, shall constitute the donor a 
governor for life ; and all contributions, however small, 
will be gratefully accepted. 

“4. A general meeting shall be held on the second 
Wednesday in January, April, July, and October, at 
which meeting seven governors shall constitute a board. 

“5. The president, vice-president, or treasurer, or any 
seven of the committee, shall have power to call a general 
meeting, giving one week’s notice in the public papers. 

“6. A committee of twenty-four, to consist equally 
of members of the church of England and protestant 
dissenters, shall be annually chosen from among the 


governors, at the general meeting in January, who, 
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shall meet on the lastW ednesday in every month, for con- 
ducting the affairs of this Society. The president, vice- 
presidents, and treasurer, shall be members of all 
committees, and five members shall be a quorum. 

“7. A president, vice-president, treasurer, or secretary, 
when a vacancy happens by death or resignation, shall 
be proposed by the Committee for the a ann of 
the general meeting. 

“ 8, No governor shall vote at a general meeting for 
any appointment to this charity, after the first year, 
who has not been a governor for twelve calendar 
months. 

“9, The treasurer shall not pay any bills on account 
of this charity, without an order signed by three of me 


‘Committee. 


“40. Five auditors shall be appointed by the oll 
meeting to examine the bills and accounts of the trea- 
surer, : 

“11, An account of the receipts and disbursements of 
this charity shall be annually printed, for the inspection 
of the governors. 

“12. The secretary shall personally attend all‘ the 
meetings of this charity, unless prevented by indigpo- 
sition ; in which case he is to send a deputy. He shall 
keep an accurate and methodical account of the pro- 
ceedings, and do all the incidental business of ‘this 
charity. He shall apply for the annual subscriptions 
in London and its vicinity, and produce two or more 
securities, to be approved of by’ the monthly com- 
mittee, who shall be bound with him in the amount of 
£500 in one or more bonds, He shall pay all the sub- 
scriptions to the treasurer or banker, and producé his 
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account to the Committee every month, and not retain 
the amount of £100 at any time in his possession. 
“13, In all places where the schools of the Society 


~ may be established, gentlemen of respectable character 


in the neighbourhood shall be requested to visit them 
every Sunday, receive subscriptions, correspond with 
the Society, and suggest any improvement in the plan 
they may think necessary. 
1 “44. The Society shall provide Bibles, Testaments, 
and spelling-books, for the use of the scholars, 
“15. The Committee shall be at liberty to order lessons 
on working days, where they shall think necessary. 
“16. All the scholars shall attend some place of public 
worship every Sunday; but such as their parents may 
respectively approve.” 


“ Rules for the Sunday-schools, 


“14, The objects of this charity shall be poor persons 
of each sex, and of any age; who shall be taught to 
read, at such times, and in such places, as the Com- 
mittee by themselves or their correspondents shall 
appoint, 

“2, The teachers, by direction of the Committee, or 
their correspondents, shall oblige all who are com- 
mitted to their charge to attend public worship every 
Sunday ; unless prevented by illness, or any other suffi- 
cient cause, 

“3. The teachers shall take care that the scholars 
come clean to their respective schools; and if any 
scholars be guilty of lying, swearing, pilfering, talking 


-in an indecent manner, or otherwise misbehaving them- 
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selves, the teacher shall point out the evil of such con- 
duct; and if, after repeated reproof, the scholar shall 
not be reformed, he or she shall be excluded the school. 

“ 4, The religious observation of the Christian sabbath 
being an essential object with the Society for thefsup- 
port and encouragement of Sunday-schools, the pxer- 
cises of the scholars on that day shall be restricted to 
reading in the Old and New Testaments, and to spelling 
as a preparative for it. 

“5. A printed copy of the above rules shall be put up 
in the school-room, and read by the teacher to the 
scholars, the’ first Sunday in every month.” : 
Ata meeting held Oct. 12, 1785, the following dis- 
_ tinguished persons were appointed ° 


President, 


THE RIGHT HONORABLE JAMES, Ean or 
SALISBURY. 


Vice-Presidenis, 


THOMAS BODDINGTON, Ese. 
JOHN HARMAN, Ese. 

JAMES MARTIN, Esg., M. P. 
BROOK WATSON, Ese., M. P., Axo. 


Treasurer, 
HENRY THORNTON, Ese., M. P. 


Secretary, 
Mr. WILLIAM JACORSON 
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Subscriptions for the charity, it was stated, would be 
received at seven banking-houses, which were enu- 
merated. 


Desirous of enlisting the ministers of religion in this 
holy warfare, both the clergy of the established church 
and those of the various denominations of dissenters, the 
following circular was widely distributed in London 
and its vicinity, and also sent to different parts of the 
country :— 


London, January 3, 1786. 
“ Reverend Sir, 


“The beneficial effects of the establishment of 
Sunday-schools, in various parts of the island, have in- 
duced some gentlemen to form a society in London, for 
the purpose of promoting their extension. 

“ Of the objects of this institution, and of the means 
proposed for :their attainment, you will be more par- 
ticularly informed by the printed plan now \circu- 
lating, a copy of which we take the liberty of en- 
closing. 

“ You will perceive, Sir, that a reforraation of manners 
amongst the lower orders of the people is the aim of 
this institution ; by endeavouring to rescue them (the 
youth more especially) from the evil tendencies of idle 
and dissipated habits and examples—to excite an atten- | 
. tion to moral obligations—and to administer some in- 
struction on the principles of the Christian religion— 
advantages from which multitudes of our fellow crea- 
tures are excluded, by the indigence or profligacy of 
their parents and other connexions: these causes 
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operating in a melancholy degree to the injury of the 
wretched individuals themselves, and to that of the 
community, of which it would be (comparatively 
speaking) happy if it could be said, they were merely 
useless members. 

“Tn a work of this nature, we conceive that we may, 
with peculiar propriety, address ourselves to gentlemen 
of your profession for countenance and assistance : 
which we earnestly solicit, as a powerful means of ad- 
vancing the important ends proposed; of leading 
from ignorance and error, to piety and virtue, the im- 
mediate objects of our protection; and, by this happy 
change, to render an essential service to religion and to 
our country. T 

“ Ry order of the Committee, 


“Tienrny THORNTON, Chairman.” 


There is no date to the paper of which the following 
sacopy, but it is most likely it was sent with the 
earliest circulars issued by the Committee :-— 


To the Masters and Mistresses of Sunday-schools. 


“+, Endeavour to know and practise the best method 
of instruction. 
“2. Be diligent in teaching the children to read well. 
“3. Take pains to make them understand all they are 
taught. 
_ 4, Neither writing nor arithmetic is to be taught on 
Sunday. 
“5, Require nothing of the scholars but what they — 
can and should do, but see that all is done that is re- 
quired. 
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“6, Keep exact accounts of their attendance every 
Sabbath-day ; and if any absent themselves enquire 
the reasons of their parents. 

_ 7, Make faithful reports to the visitors, both of the 
improvements and behaviour of the scholars. ’ 

“8, Range your scholars in classes according to their 
ages and abilities, in order to raise to a higher class 
those whose care and improvements merit advance- 
ment, and to degrade others who by negligence have 
deserved it. 

“9, Avoid as much as possible corporal punishments ; 
try advice, persuasion, encouragement, disgrace, 
confinement, &c.; more especially aim to inspire them 
with a disposition to excel ; and contrive honorary re- 
wards to confer upon such as deserve them. 

10. Above all, keep the religious ends of the institu- 
tion always in sight; and be constantly reminding all 
under your care that Sunday-schools are designed—To 
check and reform vicious hahits, and all tendencies 
towards them, in the rising generation. 

“To inculcate upon them a becoming regard for the 
word and worship of Almighty God. 

“To require their keeping holy the Sabbath-day: 

“To warn them of the evil of sin in general, and of 
youthful sins in particular, such as pride, pilfering, 
idleness, swearing, lying, disobedience to parents, &c. 

“To set before them the excellency and importance of 
justice, diligence, humility, and a conscientious regard 
to truth in all they say, and a respectful subjection to 
those whom the providence of God has set over them. 

“ Finally, to explain, in a manner suited to their un- 
derstandings, all the truths and duties recommenfled in 
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the Holy Scriptures ; and promote a believing and obe- 
dient regard to them for their happiness, both here and 
hereafter,” 


The following circular, without date, was added soon | 
after the formation of the Sunday-school Society, and ; 
accompanied the preceding documents :— | ; 

London. 
Sir, 
“ The deplorable ignorance of the children of the 
poor, in many parts of the kingdom, and the corrup- ‘ 
tion of morals frequently flowing from that source, : 
have long been matter of deep concern to all who are 
solicitous for the welfare of their country. ‘ 

“In manufacturing towns, where children ‘from their t 
infancy are necessarily employed the whole week, no ae 
opportunity occurs for their receiving the least degree of : 
education. To remedy this evil, some gentlemen, ac- 
tuated by the most benevolent motives, have established 
in some of their towns Sunday-schools, where child- 
ren and others are taught to read, and are instructed 
in the knowledge of their duty, as rational and account- 
able beings. The Sunday, too often spent by the 
children of the poor in idleness and play, or in con- 
tracting habits of vice and dissipation, is, by the children 
of these schools, employed in learning to read the Bible, | 
and in attending the public worship of God: by which 
means they are trained up in habits of virtue and piety, 
as well as industry; and a foundation is laid for their 
becoming useful members of the community. 

“The numerous benefits arising from Sunday-schools, 
of which the most indubitable testimonies have been 
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given, and the great importance of extending their sa- 
lutary effects, have induced a number of gentlemen, sti- 
mulated by these successful examples, to establish a 
Society in London for the Support and Encourage- 
ment of Sunday-schools in the different counties of 
England. 

“The Committee for conducting the affairs of this So- 
ciety, anxious to extend the beneficial influence of these 
schools as speedily as possible, have taken the liberty of 
addressing you, Sir, on this occasion, and of requesting 
you to communicate, to such of the inhabitants of 

as may be disposed to encourage 
such an undertaking, the wish of the Committee to esta- 


blish a Sunday-school in that For more 
particular information, they beg leave to refer you to 
the printed plan, copies of 


which are sent herewith, to be distributed at your dis- 
cretion, and an early intimation of the result of your 
proceedings will be highly acceptable to them. 

“Tt is the intention of this Society, upon application 
being made to the Committee from any place, to assist 
in establishing a school or schools therein, until their 
good consequences shall be so apparent to the inhabitants 
as to encourage an exertion which may render any fur- 
ther assistance from the Society unnecessary. 

“Tn forming the plan of this Society, the most liberal 
and catholic principles have been adopted, in hopes that 
all persons will be induced to unite in carrying it into 
execution with great energy. The Committee, there- 
fore, beg leave to recommend, to everyminister of a 
congregation where these schools may be established, 
to make it known to the people of their respective 
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charges, and to preach a collection-sermon for the sup- 
port of such schools as often as occasion may require. 

“ Tf any farther arguments in favor of these schools 
were necessary, astriking one presents itself in the con- 
templation of our crowded prisons and frequent execu- 
tions, which shock the feelings of humanity, and disgrace 
our country. The sad history of these wretched victims 
to their crimes and to the Jaws too plainly evinces, that 
to the want of an early introduction into the paths of 
virtue and religion, to which this institution would lead, 
may be attributed, in a great degree, their unhappy end. 
In this point of view, then, this institution may be con- 
sidered a political as well as a religious one; claiming 
the attention even of those who, if not particularly zea- 
lous in the cause of Christianity, cannot be insensible 
to the advantages that would accrue to society from the 
preservation of good order, and the security of persons 
and property. 

“ The Committee flatter themselves they shall find in 
you a friend to this cause, and that your exertions, in 
union with theirs, will be crowned with the desired 
success, in producing a reformation of morals in the 
lower ranks of the rising generation. 


“ By order of the Committee, 


“ Henry Tuornton, Chairman.” 


Thus I have traced the steps which led to the forma- 
tion in London, on Sept. 7, 1785, of the Sunday- 
school Society, an event so important in the history of 
our country as to have been the means, through the 
blessing of God, of promoting, beyond any plan ever be- 


». 


a 
7 

i. 

¢ 


5 


— 


AY 
| 
| 
| 


50 


fore devised, the real good of the lower orders of so- 
ciety. To attempt to conceive, much less to describe, 
the pleasure felt by its benevolent founder when he saw 
his hopes likely to be realized, in the universal scrip- 
tural education of the poor, would be impossible. 

It is probable that he was the only man in the kingdom, 
at that period, who would have risen so entirely above 
sectarian prejudices and selfish feelings. For the pur- 
pose of accomplishing his design he consented that his 
name, as the founder of the Society, should be eclipsed 
by those of more worldly distinction, and that his own 
denomination of Christians should be, as it were, swal- 
lowed up by the more extensive influence of members 
of the established church. 


4 
| 
4 


CHAP. IV. 
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The oppositions and encouragements which hé. 
met with in promoting the Scriptural education of 


the poor. 


However mortifying the consideration, it must not be | 
passed over in silence, that this truly benevolent man © 
was assailed by a host of adversaries in the prosecu- | 
tion of his praiseworthy object: this was from men of 
contracted minds and narrow souls, both among the - 
clergymen of the established church and even protestant — 
dissenters. 

His surviving son, Mr. Jonathan Fox, of Liverpool, 
in a letter to the author, dated June 9th, 1827, thus 
states :—“ In this endeavour he was accused by the 
clergy, and by more than one of its dignitaries, of a 
design to proselyte, and render sectarian, the children 
for whom he was desirous of obtaining instruction. He 
was inundated with letters to that effect, and visits were 
made to him by direction of the hierarchy to ascertain 
the correctness of that opinion. He found, however, 
ample means to convince them that his only desire was 
that the poor might be rendered able to read the Holy 
Scriptures, and therefore that he had laid it down as a 
fundamental rule, that in all the schools about to be 
established the reading lessons should be confined to the 
Bible. In proof of this he appealed to the clergyman 
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of tae parish of Clapton, as to whether all the objects 
of his bounty there, men, women, and children, had 
not been directed to attend on Lord’s day at the esta- 
blished church. Indeed, this circumstance had so 
strongly impressed the mind of that Rev. divine, when 
he learned that “my father was a dissenter, that he 
earnestly intreated him to attend at church to hear a 
sermon which he was about to address to the persons 
who were assisted by him. Upon such an occasion the 
modesty of my father would not suffer him to attend, 
fearing he might hear that conduct lauded which he 
himself had considered as a humble return to the 
Father of mercies, who had made him the almoner of 
his bounties. The sermon, which was preached to a 
crowded congregation, it was said was highly interesting 
and affecting, and very complimentary to my father.” 

It is gratifying to be able to prove that all the pre- 
lates were not opposed to this plan. ‘“* I have heard 
my father say,” says a surviving daughter, “ that, while 
the Sunday-school Society was in formation, one of the 
bishops sent his curate to him to learn the nature of the 
institution, and that the bishop afterwards expressed his 
entire approbation of the Society : and, I think, accom- 
panied it with a donation of £20.” 

I intimated above that some of the protestant dis- 
senters expressed their alarm also lest the projected 
plan of Sunday-schools “ should prove injurious to the 
dissenting interest.” The following letter, written by 
Mr. Fox to Mr. , resident in the country, will 
prove the aboVe statement. The letter was written in 
1787, though it is without date, and its sentiments will 
be found to be in exact unison with the truly catholic 
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views which were expressed by him when he explained 
his object, and made known his desires at the first 
meeting :— 
Sir, 

“That a faithful follower of the Redeemer 


‘should refuse to support < cause evidently calculated 


to promote his glory, and the good of this as well as 
future ages, because it interferes with his own particular 
interest, is what I can scarcely persuade myself exists. 

“ Animated with love to Christ and a desire of saving 
souls, let us not waste a moment in the enquiry, ‘ Who 
is of Paul, and who of Apollos?’ but as the great 
work of instruction and reformation depends, under 
providence, on the exertions of every denomination of 
Christians, let us make united efforts to save a guilty 
land from ruin, or at least prevent the evils that now 
exist from descending to future generations. And 
where, Sir, can means be found sufficiently extensive, 
or that promise advantages equally comprehensive with 
those held forth in the establishment of Sunday-schools ? 
There, at an easy rate, the poor become acquainted with 
that inestimable Book which is able to make them wise 
unto salvation: and permit me, Sir, to say, were we 
sufficiently acquainted with it, and properly affected 
with the important truths it contains, we should not 
only pray for a blessing upon it where it is, but should 
strive by every means in our power to send it where 
it is not. 

* Would it be possible for us, Sir, to behold un- 
moved criminals dying victims to the laws of our 
country’? Or could we revel in luxury while our 
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neighbours were perishing with hunger? And shall 
we, while in the possession of every spiritual blessing, 
view with unconcern the multitudes who are perishing 
around us for lack of knowledge? Forbid the thought. 
What! has Christ laid down his life for us, and shall 
we refuse a cup of cold water to these little ones ? 

“To teach to read the Bible, inconceivable as the 
blessing appears, is not the only object of this institu- 
tion. Sabbath-breaking, the inlet to all other sins, is 
hereby prevented, and the children are conducted, clean 
and decent, as circumstances will admit, to places of 
public worship. And what have we not to hope? 
How many have gone to the house of God through 
mere necessity, and others from more unworthy motives, 
when that word they meant to ridicule, sharpened by 
the Spirit of the Lord, pierced them to the heart! And, 
should one soul be brought to glory by these means, 
how amply should we be repaid! ‘He that winneth 
souls is wise, and they that turn many to righteousness 
shall shine as the stars for ever and ever.’ 

* After all that has been said, can any of us be so 
bigoted as to have our minds absorbed in the little 
distinctions of interest in which we were educated, and 


judge every thing unworthy our notice that does not | 


immediately tend to promote it? We should do well 
to consider the ground upon which we stand. Are we 
for Christ? then we should love our neighbours as 
ourselves ; then we should endeavour to do good to all. 

“ But, to conclude,—If teaching persons to read the 
Bible, and placing them under the sound of the gospel 
(for all the dissenting children, and some of the church, 
go to meeting), should injure the dissenting interest, it 


must be an interest unworthy our support. Give me 
leave just to add that, in consequence of plans sent to 
Colchester, all the ministers, churchmen and dissenters, 
to the number of sixteen, including a speaker amongst the 
quakers, assembled at the Rev. Dr. Foster’s, and una- 
nimously agreed to support the institution in that place. 
“ Trusting my good friends at will not be out- 
done in acts of humanity, Christianity, and liberality, 
by my other friends in any other place, and hoping ere 
long to hear of your success, 4e 
“Tam, &c., 
Fox.” 


The circulation of the plan, &c., &c., by the Com- vig 
mittee, produced a very considerable impression on the rs 
minds of pious and liberal-minded persons throughout 
the kingdom. The following letter from the excellent § 
Cowper, the poet, written soon after the establish- ‘ 
ment of the Society, addressed to that distinguished os 


evangelical clergyman, the Rev. John Newton, author 


of “ Cardiphonia,” &c., &c., &c., will prove this re- ; 
mark, as well as show the anticipations of Mr. Cowper, i: 
as to the beneficent effects of Sunday-schools upon the 4 
lower orders of society. | “ 

“ Olney, Sept. 24, 1785. B. 

“ Dear Sir, 
“ Mr. Scott* called upon me yesterday; he is | 2 

much inclined to set up a Sunday-school, if he can + 


4. 


raise a fund for that purpose. Mr. Jones has had one 
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® The te rable author of the Commentary on the Bible. 


55 
| 
| 


56 


some time at Clifton, and Mr. Unwin* writes me word 
that he has been thinking of nothing else, day and night, 
for a fortnight. It is a wholesome measure, that seems 
to bid fair to be pretty generally adopted ; and, for the 
good effects that it promises, deserves well to be so. 
I know not, indeed, while the spread of the gospel 
continues so limited as it is, how a reformation of man- 
ners, in the lower class of mankind, can be brought to 
pass, or by what other means the utter abolition of all 
principle among them, moral as well as religious, can 
be prevented. Heathenish parents can only bring up 
heathenish children, an assertion no where oftener or 
more clearly illustrated than at Olney, where children 
of seven years of age infest the streets every evening, 
with curses and with songs, to which it would be un- 
seemly to give their proper epithet. Such urchins as 
these could not be so diabolically accomplished, unless 
by the connivance of their parents, It is well, indeed, 
if, in some instances, their parents be not their instruc- 
tors. Judging by their proficiency, one can hardly 
suppose any other. It is, therefore, doubtless, an act 
of the greatest charity to snatch them out of such hands 
before the inveteracy of the evil shall have made it 


desperate. 


Yours, &c., 


“ Cowrer.” 
Rev. John Newton, London. 


It is a pleasing task to the author to give some ex- 
tracts from letters, encouraging Mr. Fox in his labors; 


the writers appear to have fully wee the benevo- 
lence of his plan :— 


* Rector of Stock in Essex. 


From Mr. J. Hunting ford, an Attorney, to William 
For, Esq., Cheapside, London. 


“ Odiham, 24th Dec. 1785. 
“ Sir, 
“ Excuse me, in recommending that a plan, &c., 


be sent to the Rev. Mr. Docker, of Holyborn, near — 


Alton, who has ever been zealous in promoting the end 
of your institution, and in whom I make no doubt you 
will find a warm advocate. He is the curate of Alton, 
where hé will be assisted by persons different to some 
whom I meet with here. 

- “On receiving yours, I addressed a letter to 
the officers of this parish, pointing out the intention 
and utility of your Society: this letter I entrusted to 
the care of the most sensible and judicious man 
among them (a friend to the plan), who waited on the 


vicar with it, and begged his concurrence. You re-— 


member my telling you the treatment which I formerly 
met with in proposing a scheme of education somewhat 
of a similar nature. The first reply from our vicar 
was, ‘ that attornies were improper persons to have 
any concern in parochial business; and, as to the plan, 
however proper it may be, yet, being proposed by me, 
he was certain it would not be adopted.’ He added, 
‘ But, if the parish would agree to clothe and educate 
a few children, so as to take in those of his groom, he 
would agree to it without any assistance from your 
Society.’ May I trouble you to inform me whether you 
expect any, and what proportion, of the expense to be 
stipulated for, and whether the allowing clothing of 
any sort is not foreign to your design. 

“T cannot conclude without expressing my thanks 
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{o you for the genteel manner in which you communi- 
cated the honor done me by the Society. To them 
please to present my respectful acknowledgments, and 
request their permission that my name may be enrolled 
among the guinea subscribers ; and assure them that I 
am on all occasions their humble and most devoted 
servant, 


J, Huntixcrorp. | 
“ P.S. As our vicar may have taken offence at the 


plan being sent me, suppose you send him one also :— 
his name is Geo. Watkins.” 


From the Rev. Daniel Turner, a Baptist minister at 
Abingdon, to Mr. William Fox, Cheapside, Lonpon. 


Abingdon, Dec. 24, 1785. 


“ Dear Sir, 
“ ] am much obliged to you for your favor of 
the 16th by brother-———. I directed and sent the 


other little packets as desired to the clergy of our town. 
The importance of the subject referred to in your letter 
is certainly very great, and I rejoice to find gentlemen 
of such consequence (as I see in your enclosed repre- 
sentations of the case in London) have espoused the 
cause of religion and virtue with so much wisdom and 
zeal. We have begun a plan of the same nature here, 
which is carrying into execution, and, I hope, upon a 
more liberal principle than was at first apprehended, 
A handsome subscription is raised for the purpose. 
Your plan is excellent, and, I trust, will be a guide and 
pattern for our people. There is too much of the spirit 
of bigotry amongst the church party here, but the more 
sensible begin to be ashamed of it; and I hope we 
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shall be able to do something for the purpose, without 
any extra assistance. The only defect I see in your 
plan (at present) is your confining the children’s read- 
ing and attention to the spelling-book, Bible, and Testa- 
ment. In some places they take in Dr. Watts’s first 
and second set of catechisms, especially the first; and 
his little songs for children; even where the church 
catechism is taught: catechising is a very useful part of 
the Lord’s day exercise, and there is nothing of party 
there. Ifis first set of catechisms are so peculiarly 
adapted to open the young mind, and gain its attention, 


that I look upon them (as many of the establishment ° 


do) of great consequence in the business of religious 
instruction. And his Divine and Moral Songs children 
will early learn and understand, which will render their 
business pleasing and delightful, as I have found by 
long and large experience. 
“ The ignorance of our poor is astonishing, consider- 
ing they are born in a Christian and protestant country. 
This last summer, as I went to visit a friend who lives 
at a little village in the country belonging to our parish, 
a poor girl, about eight or nine years old, in appearance 
one of the villagers, accosted me with ‘ Pray, Sir, for 
God’s sake give me a halfpenny.’ I asked her who 
or what God was, for whose sake she asked for the 
halfpenny. ‘I don’t know, Sir,’ was her answer. 


‘Who made you?’ said I. ‘I was not made, Sir,’ said . 


the girl, ‘ 1 was born ;’ which showed she was no fool. 
‘ Don’t you see the sun there, that shines upon you ?” 
said I. ‘ Yes, Sir.’ ‘ Who made that sun, or put it 
there, do you think?’ ‘J don’t know, Sir.’ ‘ What! 
Did your mother never tell yon any thing about God?" 
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‘No, Sir.’ ‘Do you never go to church?’ ‘ Yes, 
Sir.” ‘ Did you not hear something about God at 
church?’ ‘No, Sir; as I know of.’ I gave her some- 
thing, with some instructions about God, and that she 
should mind what she heard when she went to church, 
&c. &c., ‘and left her, lamenting the ignorance of these 
poor creatures, vast numbers of whom we have every 
where about us. Many in this town, and in the street 
where I dwell, who never, or very seldom, go to any 
place of public worship, and cannot read ; or, if they 
do now and then attend, yet, for want of some previous 
knowledge of the leading principles of religion, they 


don't understand scarcely any thing they hear in the 


prayers or sermons. And yet there is hope that many 
of these unhappy creatures may be brought to know 
something that concerns their present duty towards 
God and man and their future happiness, bythe means 
of these Sunday-schools, who otherwise would live 
and die in gross ignorance. And I have the more hope 
of this because there appears, amongst many of them, 
an earnest desire of being instructed. I have had 
several apply to me to be put to school, and not only 
parents for their children, but children, grown up, for 
themselves, some of whom could not read. It was out 
of my power to answer all their requests as I wished : 
and this has been the case with respect to several of 
my friends, who were disposed to send children to 
school. 


“ This last summer I gave public notice on a Lord’s 


day, in our place of worship, that I would catechise . 


the children of our congregation, whose parents were 
willing to send them; and, instead of ten or a dozen of 


our own people’s children, I had nearly fifty of poor, 
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ignorant, ragged wretches, that begged to be instructed. 
I could not-deny them. Some of them could not read, 
but they would learn the catechism by hearing it read 
by others. I found no small fatigue in the business, 


» but the pleasure I had in seeing so many poor ignorant 
creatures eager to receive instruction, and profit by it 


in the knowledge of God and religion, amply rewarded 
me, so that I never engaged in any service that gave 
me more inward satisfaction and delight. The cate- 
chisms I taught, and endeavoured to explain to them, 
were Dr. Watts’s first and second set, as their capacity 
and age rendered more suitable. To these I added 
also the Doctor’s divine songs for children, with which 
they were highly delighted, as well as instructed. 

“ From these circumstances I gather hopes that 
Sunday-schools here will be useful. I suppose, amongst 
the children who may attend the established worship, 
the church catechism only will be taught ; but, amongst 
those who attend our. places of worship we shall use 
Dr. Watts’s, with his divine songs. I wish the narrow 
spirit of bigotry may give way amongst those at the 
establishment, to use that catechism with their own, 
with his divine songs. There is nothing of party, or of 


_. the difference between the church and dissenters, there : 


and nothing of the kind so well adapted for beginners 
in the school of Christian knowledge—the ideas and 
language are so easy, even to a child. 

“ T have written you a tedious letter, and therefore, 
with Mrs. Turner’s best respects with mine, to Mrs. 
Fox and family, 

“ IT am, dear Sir, 
“ Your affectionate friend and servant, 
“DPD. Turner.” 
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“ P.S. I have heard, since I wrote this letter, that 
you had agreed, upon a dispute about catechisms, to 
name none: but Dr. Watts’s songs for children are 
unexceptionable, I should think: perhaps, if proposed, 
they might be admitted.” 


From William Wilkins, Esg., of Bourton-on-the- 
Water, to Mr. Fox. 


“ Little Risington, Dec. 29th, 1785. 
“ Dear Sir, 

“It is not my indifference nor indolence 
that prevents my making a better report to you of the 
Sunday-school scheme in this neighbourhood ; there 
are few resident clergy, and few others to be found in 
the different parishes round us, I may say scarcely any, 
who will patronage, encourage, countenance, or enforce 
the plan; there are few parishes that can furnish a 
person competent to the task of teaching, such is the 
wretched state of the lowest class, and without com- 
pulsion they would have very few scholars who could 
and would teach. What can a single individual do in 
such a complication of obstacles? sigh and pray 
he may and does, but that faith which shall remove 
mountains who can find ? 

“ Your printed letters, &c., which I have circulated 
among the most respectable clergy, &c., round this 
neighbourhood, afford me a fresh and good opportunity 
to make an attempt at a humble imitation of your 
Society. I shall try to bring them, if possible, to make 
Stow the centre of a society which shall hold forth 
encouragement to all the neighbouring villages to pro- 
mote religious knowledge, and a reformation of man- 
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ners, among them. No other scheme seems feasible to 
me for various reasons ; such a society if respectable 
would have influence, ability, and weight; parish 

- Officers, without whom nothing can be done to purpose 
round us, would be influenced to exert themselves ; 
the clergy and gentry would feel themselves engaged 
to countenance in this case; and without some such 
plan there is a languor, listlessness, &c., to say the best 
of it, which will defeat and murder the intention. 

“ Should the plan take place, you will probably hear 
of it, and, till the issue of my attempts to accomplish it 
be known, I do not think it worth while to trouble 
your Society with any application for assistance in any: 
particular village, though I could well dispense with 


it in this place where I live, under my own inspection, 
if afforded. 3 

** The circulation of your plans, &c., through the king- as 
dom, is I think an excellent effect of your institution, | 4 


in itself considered, and that especially as it holds forth | 
to the whole world a specimen of the liberality of, 
mind of the present race of churchmen and dissenters, 
and may be a means of disseminating and perpetuating 
this desirable and amiable spirit far and wide: to allow | 
each other to think and judge for ourselves, and to 
agree to act together, so far as practicable, for the glory 
of God and the good of mankind, is the spirit and the 
glory of true Christianity, and I envy the happiness of | 
that man who has realized a wish or a thought to pro- 
duce and promote it. 

‘I must confess I have no clear ideas, after all, of what 
your society will be willing todo forany particular place, 
or how they mean to do. it, or whether assistance is to 
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be asked upon a formed plan, or direction and assistance 
sought for together ; if there be any such rule limiting 
the number of books to be given, &c.; if they mean 
entirely, or only partially, to support a school in any 
given place, leaving the terms to the parties applying, 
&c. ;—but I will not tease you with more of my imper- 
tinencies, as I doubt not but that the mail coaches will 
be charged with them as plentifully as they are with 
hares and partridges at this season of the year, 
“ With warmest respect, I remain, 
* Dear Sir, yours, 


To be able to give a correspondence like the follow- 
ing, between a dignitary of the church of England and 
dissenters, is very gratifying. The Rev. Dr. Kaye, dean 
of Lincoln and subalmoner to his majesty, George III., 
had, in acharge to his clergy, strongly recommended 
Sunday-schools. Mr. Fox was desired by the Committee 
to request Dr. Kaye to permit the Society to publish 
it, which the dean instantly complied with. It was 
entitled, “ Extract from a Charge delivered to the 
Clergy of the Archdeaconry of Nottingham, by the 
Reverend the Dean of Lincoln, published with the 
consent of the Dean, by the Committee of the Society 
established in London for the Support and Encourage- 
ment of Sunday-schools.” 

“ The last time we met together, I expressed my 
wishes that such persons as were discharged from the 
naval and military service, in the conclusion of the 
war, might be domesticated, and employed as soon as 
possible in their respective parishes; and that we 
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might endeavour, by the kind offices of society, and by 
general example, to make them become good citizens 
in time of peace. 

“« And it does not appear, fromhe catalogue of those 
who have lately suffered capital punishments, that these 
men have been marked in the great delinquency of the 
times; but a more melancholy inference must be 
drawn from this circumstance that the late increase of 
capital crimes does not proceed from the close of war 
(an event to which it might with some plausibility have 
been attributed), but from the universal depravity of 
the people, the contemplation of which would be a 
gloomy office indeed, if it did not appear that in the 
midst of judgment God had remembered mercy. And the 
divine goodness seems to have pointed out to the pre- 
sent age a measure so peculiarly comprehensive, in the 
advantages which it holds out to society, that it appears 
formed to counteract the evil propensities of these days, 
and to prevent them from being injurious to succeeding 
generations,—which folds, my brethren, within its bene- 
volent arms, every sect of Christianity, every descrip- 
tion of mankind. The measure which appears to me — 
to possess this invaluable antidote to the poisonous 
manners of this depraved age is the establishment of 
Sunday-schools. 

“ The power and efficacy of these institutions reach 
to such extent of situation, and of numbers, as no other 
mode of improvement can possibly equal. Having 
anxiously watched their infancy, and attended to their 
progress, [ have thought their principles the most 
unequivocal, and their influence the most extensive, 
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that can be employed in the cause of general reforma- 
tion. 

“The due observance of the Sabbath is the first 
point inculcated by these institutions ; and the mind is 
formed in its earliest apprehension thus to feel the just 
value of this great security of its future conduct; for, 
among the chief causes which the unhappy victims to 
the laws of their country allege for their ruin, the 
breach of the Sabbath must ever be accounted the first 
step in guilt, as it takes place before they are capable 
of the crimes of more mature age. 

“ The habit of subordination is by no means a cir- 
cumstance of trivial moment, as it qualifies such child- 
ren for the future relations of the community; and 
the cleanliness which is required in all contributes to 
their health, and impresses them with a sense of 
decency. These essential articles must meet with 
universal approbation, even from those few who yet 
object to the further instruction of the lower ranks of 
life; but this opinion is now reduced to so narrow a 
ground as scarcely to merit our attention. I will add 
that instruction in reading forms a considerable part of 
those excellent institutions. | 

“Nor will the benefit be confined solely to the 
children who partake of these benevolent aids: it will 
importantly affect the manners of the families, and even 
of the neighbourhood, to which they belong. 

“ In the larger towns the obligation of these establish- 
ments is more strongly marked, and the capital of this 
country has given a most laudable example by the 
early adoption of them; but I am persuaded that there 
are few parishes where there will not be found children 
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benefited by these institutions, whose parents cannot be 
prevailed upon, perhaps can scarcely be expected, at 
least in a political view, to spare them for instruction 
on the days of labour. 

“ And, in manufacturing establishments, they who 
profit by the labour of such poor children will, we 
trust, universally recompense them with this humane 
return. Very benevolent examples have already been 
given; and I am confident that all the proprietors of 
such manufactories will, on reflection, consider it a 
most solemn and responsible duty, since the children 
they employ on the days of labour are fthereby de- 
prived of the advantage of every other improvement. 

“ This object, my reverend brethren, is nearest 
my heart, in my present communication with you. 
It is a measure so benevolent in its principle, so 
universal in its extent, so providentially pointed out 
to correct the degeneracy of the present times, that you 
cannot employ your influence in more humanity to 
individuals, and more patriotism to your country, than 
by giving it every assistance and protection in your 
power.” | 

Mr. Fox returned thanks in the ‘following: letter to 
the dean for his kind compliance with the Committee’s 
request :— 
Mr. Fox to Dr. Kaye, Dean of Lincoln. 


“ London, February 13th, 1786. 

“ Rev. Sir, 
“ [tis with much pleasure I convey to you the 
unanimous thanks of the Committee, as well as my own, 
for your ready compliance with their request to publish 
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the extracts from your excellent charge. Nothing could 
have gratified them more, or rendered our common 
cause more essential service. We mean to circulate 
copies (a few of which I enclose), with our plans; not 
presuming to introduce it into the public paper, with- 
out your consent first obtained, and which I now 
solicit as a further means of promoting our design. 

It gives us great pleasure to hear of the success of 
your schools at Lincoln, &c., nor do I doubt but it will 
afford you equal pleasure to hear of ours. About 
twenty schools, consisting of thirty children on the 
average, are established and establishing, and we 
expect to take on a great many more, besides furnish- 
ing books, &c., to a number of places where the 
poverty of the inhabitants renders it necessary. 

“That your health may be restored, and your life 
spared, to witness through a succession of many happy 
years the growing advantages arising from Sunday- 
schools, is the sincere wish of, | 

“ Rey. Sir, 
* Your obliged and obedient servant, 
“ W. Fox.” 


From the Dean of Lincoln to Mr. Fox, Cheapside. 
Lincoln, February 19th, 1786, 

“ Sir, | 
“TI feel very sensibly the candour with which 

my plain but earnest endeavours to promote our cause 
have been received and honored by the Committee ; 
and I must relinquish any diffidence of my own, when 
they think my sentiments may be in the least degree 
instrumental in promoting this great work beyond the 
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limits of my own immediate charges, my parish and 
archdeaconry (for in Lincoln I consider myself as only 
acting in common with a most respectable and benevo- 
lent set of men). The Committee will therefore be 
pleased to dispose of the extract in any manner they 
may think proper. On seeing it in print, some verbal 
repetitions have struck me, which I had not observed 
before; however, I have let them remain, and have 
only marked the errata which were possibly in the 
transcript. 

“ When I had last the pleasure of seeing you, I 
mentioned that a committee of correspondence might 
be very beneficial to the object we had in view, which 
idea met with your approbation, and you seemed to 
wish me to take some conduct of it; but, having resigned 
iny subalmoner’s office, my preferment is now wholly 
in the country; the former kept me at times nearly 
half the year in town; the latter, in its different kinds, 
though adjoining to each other, will admit of but little 
absence from the whole. I mentioned this measure 
also to our friend Mr. Hanway, both at his own house 
and that of the marine society; but his attention was 
at that time so occupied by some extension of that 
excellent institution, which peculiarly indeed claimed a 
preference in his thoughts, that he did not see the 
necessity of it in the light it appeared to.me. I hoped 
by such establishment that we should ‘give information 
of the various regulations which had been adopted, 
and have known how far each had succeeded in experi- 
ence, or been defective; and it would have been a 
centre of general support. I can speak feelingly to 
this point, for I am persuaded that we should have 
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established our schools here much earlier, if we bad 
had more previous communications, and I should cer- 
tainly have established them in my own parish sooner 
but from this cause. There are some points yet on 
which I could wish to be more informed, from the 
experience of earlier establishments, though the discre- 
tion of those I am acting with here has supplied much 
want of information. But the respectable society now 
formed in London will reach all these wants, and 
gratify our joint wishes; and they may depend upon 
every circumstantial communication from Lincoln, and 
from Nottinghamshire. I can assure you not a month 
has passed without suggesting some article of improve- 
ment; and, in visiting the schools to-day for an absent 
governor, I observed occurrences of some moment; 
at the same time we simplify our regulations as much 
as possible, an object never to lose sight of where 
numbers are concerned. I am, with a sincere regard, 
Sir, 
“ Your very faithful and obliged humble servant, 
“ R. Kaye.” 


From Mr. Fox to the Dean of Lincoln. 


London (without date). 
“ Rey. Sir, 

* Had the conversation and interview to which 
you allude in a letter of the 19th of February left no 
impression on my mind, the recent favors I have 
received from you demand my warmest gratitude. Be 
assured, Sir, as nothing lies so near my heart as that cause 
in which we are mutually embarked, so nothing can 
afford me equal pleasure to that of hearing from, or 
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communicating to others, an account of its success. 
Fully convinced that such kind of intercourse would 
correct some errors and furnish many useful hints, I 
mentioned, in the very infancy of the Society, that it 
was your opinion, as well as mine, a committee of cor- 
respondence should’ be appointed. This, however, 
being mentioned only as an opinion, and the immediate 
necessity of adopting it not then appearing, the business 
was postponed till a resolution to circulate our plan 
and your extract (a few copies of which, with the 
amendments, are now enclosed) through the different 
counties of England rendered it necessary. From this 
general, circulation, however, it is intended to except 
all those places where Sunday-schools are already 
established ; and this leads me to request of you, Sir, 
to state their progress in your neighbourhood. 

“ The circulation of our plan has had, and I trust 


_ will still have, its use in stirring up the different towns 


where it is sent to establish schools, even where the 
Society can afford them no assistance; and were the 
clergy to come generally into the measure (as I trust 
from the pious and laudable example you have set them 
in your county they will), and were the arguments 
you have brought forward to he urged by them in 
favor of the charity, Sunday-schools must become 
general ; and from the institution, thus extended, what 
have we not to hope? While the hand of justice only 
lops off a few pernicious branches, the measure now 
adopted, with the blessing of God upon it, will pluck 
up the evil by the roots. No means then should be 
left untried that may have a tendency to promote an 
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institution the object of which is the glory of God, 
and the good of this as well as future generations. 

“ Would it not be right, Sir, to endeavour to excite 
larger towns to form themselves into societies that 
should hold out encouragement to the neighbouring 
villages? Such societies, if respectable, would greatly 
promote the reformation we so ardently wish. Nor 
should we, I trust, refuse to hand out any little aid such 
laudable exertions might require. 

“ The enclosed report will inform you of our pro- 
gress. Since then, however, several more schools have 
been established, and others assisted with books. 

“ Be assured, Sir, 1 am a total stranger to the means 
by which your extract got into the Lincoln paper, as 
stated in your favor of the 24th of February, and am 
very sorry to hear it was inserted in so imperfect a 
manner. 

“ Tam, &e. &c., 


' The bishop of Chester at this time was the late 
amiable and learned the Rev. Dr. Porteus, afterwards 
bishop of London. His biographer informs us that he 
had early conceived a very favorable opinion of the 
plan, and in several instances he privately encouraged 
it :— But as an act of prudence he determined not to 
give it the sanction of his public approbation, till, as 
he observes, ‘ time and experience, and more accurate 
enquiry, had enabled him to form a more decided 
judgment of its real value, and its probable effects.’ 
When, however, repeated information from various 
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quarters, and. particularly from some of the largest 
manufacturing towns in his diocese, had convinced 
him that such institutions, wherever the experiment 
had been fairly tried, had produced, and could not fail 
to produce, if discreetly regulated, essential benefit, he 


- no longer hesitated in promoting them generally 


throughout his diocese. With this view, as the wisest 
and most effectual mode of giving publicity to his 
sentiments, he addressed to his clergy a very excellent, 
letter, containing in a short compass, a plain, tem- 
perate, and judicious exposition of the advantages of 
Sunday-schools, and of the rules by which they should 
be conducted.”— Life of Bishop Porteus, p. 93. 


From the Rev. Dr. Caleb Evans, Tutor of the Baptti 
Academy, ore to Mr. Fox. 

| “ Bristol, May 27, 1786. 

“ Dear Sir, 

“In answer to yours of the 26th instant, I 
would observe that the Rey. Mr. Easterbrook, and the 
Rev. Mr. Browne, are both very worthy clergymen of 
the Church of England, to each of whom, amongst 
many others, I sent a copy of the plan, &c., of your most 
excellent society; and, if Mr. Browne is willing to un- 
dertake the superintendency of a Sunday-school in his 
parishes, I should strongly recommend the encourage- 
ment of it, as I doubt not it will be attended with con- 
siderable advantage in that neighbourhood. We have 
already many Sunday-schools in this city, but they are 
not attended with much success, for want of employ- 
ment for the children the rest of the week. 
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Our school at Mangotsfield has succeeded beyond 
my most sanguine expectations. I have by me an 
exact list of the names, ages, and places of abode, of all 
the children in each school—for you know we have two, 
and the numbers are eighty-nine boys, and fifty-four 
girls, many of whom have made considerable improve- 
ment. When I was over there this week I had the 
pleasure to find that a collection was making in the 
parish to build a large school-room, and a gallery in 
the church, to which one gentleman had subscribed 
£20, Mr. Addington £10, and so on; to express my 
satisfaction at which proceeding I left a small donation - 
towards it myself. You may depend, and the other 
gentlemen of the Committee, that I shall carefully 
attend to the prosperity of the institution, and esteem 
it a very great happiness indeed to be subservient to 
the important designs of it. 

“T remain, dear Sir, with great respect, 
“Your most obedient friend and servant, 
“C. Evans.” 


From the Rev. Joseph Easterbrook to Mr. William Foz. 


“ Bristol, July 5, 1786. 
«“ My Dear Sir, 

“Deeply impressed as I am with a grateful 
sense of the honor you have paid my recommenda- 
tion of the three poor parishes of Portishead, Wes- 
ton, and Walton, for the aid of the London Sunday 
School Society, permit me to return you my warmest 
acknowledgments for your condescending acquiescence 
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in my request, as well as for the obliging letter which 
conveyed the satisfactory intelligence. Indeed the dis- 
covery I was obliged to make of the spirit by which 
you are influenced filled me with gladness and joy, and 
impressed my mind with much thankfulness to the 
donor of every good and perfect gift, for having vouch- 
safed to bestow upon you such a tender concern for 
the kingdom and interests of our dear Lord. It is truly 
‘amentable to observe that the genuine friends of our 
adorable Redeemer are very thinly scattered, even 
amongst the multitude of professed adherents to his re- 
ligion. How few are to be found who give proof that 
they love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity! How few 
will abandon their own earthly concerns, and count all 
things but loss, if, by any means, they may promote the 
salvation of sinners, and the glory of Christ! How few 
pass the time of their sojourning here looking not at 
the things which are seen, but at the things which are 
not seen! Well, we will bless God that one here and 
there is to be met with of this description, and let us 
make it matter of daily supplication that, he will be 
graciously pleased to add to their number. Glory be 
to his name for the effusion of his Spirit which he hath 
poured upon you! [ trust that your zeal will provoke 
many, and that, by the united efforts of the people of 
God in the metropolis, we shall be favored to hear of 
a cloud of miserable transgressors convinced of their 
dangerous situation, and brought to fly to Jesus, the 
appointed city of refuge. I have communicated the 
account of your Christian assistance to the Rev. Mr. 
Browne, who by this time, I take it for granted, hath 
answered for himself. 
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“Wishing you every temporal and eternal blessing, 
am, dear Sir, 
“Your grateful, humble servant, 
“Joserpn EasTeRBROOK. 


From Mr. J. G. Searle to Mr. William Fox. 


“ Weldon, June 11, 1787. 
Dear Sir, 

“fam much obliged by the trouble you took 
in correcting the plan for our Sunday-schools, and 
also for procuring the spelling-books: I wish you 
would send me three dozen more the first opportunity. 
The schools under the management of the dissenters far 
exceed our expectations. We have subscriptions to 
support fifty-eight scholars. Lord Howard has sub- 
scribed four guineas to the dissenter’s society, the 
mayor of the corporation one guinea; the church 
people have a very large subscription. Although we 
have separate schools and distinct governments, we are 
exceedingly friendly, and seem to have one object in 
view, and that is the good of our fellow-creatures, and 
that it may issue in God’s glory is the ardent wish of 

* Yours most sincerely, 
«J, G. Searve.” 


That extraordinary man the Rev. John Wesley, then 
in his eighty-fourth year, thus expressed his approbation 
of Sunday schools, in a letter to the Rev. Richard 
Rodda, of Chester :— 
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“ London, June 17, 1787. 
“ My dear Brother, | 

“T am glad you have taken in hand that blessed 
work of setting up Sunday-schools in Chester. It — 
seems these will be one great means of reviving re- 
ligion throughout the nation. I wonder Satan has 
not yet sent out some able champion against them.”— 


An idea was at one time entertained that Mr. 
Fox had assumed the honor of being the founder of 
the Sunday-school system, the following letter to the 


Rev. Mr. Duncan will prove the charge to be un- 
founded. 


Mr. Fox to the Rev. [afterwards Dr.| Duncan, Inde- 
pendent Minister of Wimborne Minster, Dorsetshire. 


“ Donnyland, July 20, 1787. 
“ Rev. Sir, 

“Though, since my retirement to this delightful 
situation, | have been much taken up with its native 
beauties, | have not forgot my promise to correct an er- 
ror in the preface to your excellent little catechism for — 
the benefit of Sunday-schools. Permit me then to say, — 
Sir, in justice to Mr. Raikes, that, instead of his early 
adopting the Sunday-schools established by the London 
Society, you will find, by the enclosed extract, that So- 
ciety took the hint from him; and it will hardly be pos- 
sible to set forth their utility in stronger language than 
that used -by himself in a letter toa friend. He says, 
‘I cannot give you a more striking instance of the re= 
formation of these little savages than what I received 
the other day from Mr. Church, a considerable manu- 
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facturer of flax, who employs great numbers of them. 
I asked him whether he perceived any alteration in the 
poor children he employed, since they had been re- 
strained from their former prostitution of the Lord’s 
day, and, instead of spending it in idleness and mis- 
chief, had been taught to devote it to the improvement 
of their minds, and their learning that which might 
hereafter assist in opening their anderstanding to a 
sense of their duty.—Sir (says he) the change could 
not have been more extraordniary, in my opinion, had 
they been epaeteeenen from the shape of wolves and 
tigers to that of man.’ 


“Tam, Rev. Sir, 


“Yours most respectfully, 


Witiram Fox.” 
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CHAP. V. 


The progress made by the Socitety—Mr. Fox's 
influence in the Committee.* 


At the commencement of the next year, four months 
after its establishment, the Committee published a 
report, which had been read at what was called the 
First Annual Meeting, held January 11, 1786, James 


* On a paper without date before me, are written, by Mr. 
Jacobson, what I suppose to be some of the first transactions 
of the Committee prior to the commencement of the minute 
book, viz. | 

** Resolved, That Mr. Fox be desired to answer the letters 
from Mr. Huntingford and the Rev. Mr. Watkins, at 
Odiham., 

** Resolved, That Mr. Fox, Mr. Flight, and Mr. Hunt, be 
desired to continue their enquiries at Hackney and places 
adjacent. 

** Resolved, That fifty spelling-books and ten Testaments 
be sent to Mr. Becket, and that Mr. Fox be desired to write 
to him. 

“* Resolved, That Mr. Fox and Mr. Gutteridge be desired 
to commune with Mr. Bartholomew on the subject of taking 
the direction of a school at Hoxton. 

“‘ Resolved, That Mr. Fox be desired to acquaint Mrs. 
Coombes that the Committee acquiesced in her proposal, and 
that 30 spelling-books and six Testaments would be sent for 
the use of the school.” 

These resolutions do not appear in the minute book of the 
Society, but are in the hand-writing of Mr, Jacobson. 
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Martin, Esq., one of the vice-presidents, took the chair. 
They say, “ Your Committee have established five schools 
in the vicinity of London, and have, in reply to many 
applications which have. been made to them from 
various parts of the country, signified their disposition 
to assist in the establishment of schools in those places 
upon the principles laid down by this Society. 

“Other applications are under their consideration, 
and, from the information already received, they are 
persuaded the beneficial influence of the Society is be- 
coming more extensive. | 

“ Inorder to guard against any possible inconvenience 
that may arise from boys and girls being together in 
the same school, your Committee have thought it expe- 
dient to adopt the resolution that, in all schools sup- 


ported by this Society, the boys and girls should be 
- separately instructed, the boys by men and the girls by 


women, the Committee reserving to themselves any ex- 
ception to this resolution which may upon representa- 
tion appear necessary. 

“The subscriptions already received for the support 
of the Society amount to £987. 0s. 6d.” 

At that public meeting, Samuel Hoare, Esq. (of the 
Society of Friends) read two letters from the bishops of | 
Salisbury and Landaff, addressed to Henry Thorn- 
ton, Esq., the President. 2 

From the Bishop of Salisbury. 
“ Muzwell House, Dec. 22, 1785. 


Sir, 


“The post has just conveyed to me your letter 
with its enclosures. 
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“A friend from their commencement to Sunday- 
schools, I have established them i in every parish where 
my property lies, and warmly recommended them in 
my diocese. I have drawn up regulations for their 
management, and had a spelling-book compiled under 
my direction for their use. From the experience I 
have already had of the benefits arising from these in- 
stitutions to good order, morals, and religion, among 
the lower ranks of the people, I feel the most earnest 
satisfaction at the prospect of their becoming general, 

“T am, Sir, with much regard, 
“Your most obedient humble servant, 
Henry Thornton, Esq. “S. Sarum,” 


From the Bishop of Landaff. 


“Cambridge, Dec. 20, 1785. 
“Sir, 

“ Allow me to return thanks to the Committee 
appointed by the Society for the establishment. of 
Sunday-schools for the communication of their plan. 
I have long thought favorably of the institution of 
Sunday-schools, and that experience alone would be 
the sure test of their utility; yet I have ventured to take 
some steps towards introducing them into the larger 
towns of my diocese. I pray God to prosper the un- 
dertaking which you have so benevolently set on foot. 

“ T am Sir, your obliged servant, 


Henry Thornton, Esq. “RR. Lanparr.” 


That Mr. Fox was highly esteemed as a member of 
the Committee appears from the following document, 
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conveyed to him in a letter from the Secretary, which 
I copy, from the hand-writing of Mr. Jacobson :— 


“Sir, 
“T am directed by the Committee of the Society for 


the support and encouragement of Sunday schools to 


communicate to you the following resolution :— 


“ Batson’s Coffee House, 22d March, 1786. 


“ Resolved—That the Vice-President, and Treasurer, 
with Mr. Ald, Sanderson, Samuel Thornton, Esq., Thos. 
Raikes, Esq., John Keysall, Esq., and Mr. Fox, five 


‘ members of this Committee, be desired to wait on the 


Archbishops, Bishops, or some of the dignitaries of 
the Church of England, to request one of them to 
preach a Sermon in favor of this Lustitution ; and 
that the several gentlemen be informed of this resolu- 
tion, and requested to expedite the business as soon as 
possible. 
“ T am, Sir, 
* Your very humble servant, 


“Ww. Jacosson, Secretary.” 
To Mr. Wm. Fox. 


At a Meeting held April 12, 1786, the Committee 
reported that there were two hundred and eighty-five 
subscribers whom their second and third rule con- 
stituted Governors (by paying each ten guineas); and 
that there had been received from them £1213; that 
they had purchased £1000 in the four per cent. Consols ; 
that there were thirty schools which had been es- 
tablished by the Society : that these contained 1110 ” 
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scholars; that they had assisted six schools in the 
country containing 680 scholars. 

The Committee reported as follows :—“ Your Com- 
mittee, impressed with a lively sense of the good effect 
that must arise from the schools being visited by gentle- 
men of respectability, they have appointed inspectors to 
the schools in the vicinity of London, and have written 
to several gentlemen in the more distant parts of the 
country, requesting them to superintend such schools 
as are established in their neighbourhoods. And your 
Committee persuade themselves this will have a happy 
tendency to promote an emulation in the scholars, and 
secure that decorum with which they wish Sunday 
schools to be conducted. . 

“From information received from different parts, 
considerable progress is making in the general establish- 
ing of Sunday schools throughout England, which is in 
a great measure owing to the example and influence of 
this institution.” 

At this meeting a report was made by the deputation 
appointed to wait on the Archbishops and Bishops, 
from which it appears that all attempts to interest the 
hierarchy in support of the Society proved abortive. 


Extracts from the Minutes :— 


“That the following gentlemen, Thomas Boddington, 
Brook Watson, Henry Thornton, James Sanderson, 
and Thomas Raikes, Esqrs., have had an interview with 
his Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury, who was 
accompanied by the Lord Bishop of Salisbury, and 
furnished us with the following particulars thereof :— 

“« That they presented to the Archbishop the plan of 
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the Society, with the progress it had made, and ex- 
pressed their hopes that the endeavours of the Society 
had met the approbation, and would receive the coun- 
tenance, of his Grace and the Bishops. 

“That the Archbishop received them with great 
politeness and attention, and mentioned he had not 
answered Mr. Thornton’s letter, thinking it most proper 
to wait till all the Bishops were in town. That he had 
had several conversations with the Bishops on the sub- 
ject, who, he believed, agreed in opinion that Sunday- 
schools were well adapted to improve the morals of the 
common people, and had been found, by experience, to 
be very beneficial. That he thought the most effectual 
means the Bishops could take to promote the establish- 
ment of Sunday schools, would be by their local exer- 
tions in their respective dioceses. That several Sunday 
schools were already established in his own diocese, 
and that at his next visitation, which would soon take 
place, he should strongly recommend them in his charge 
to the clergy, and Le made no doubt the bishops in 
general were ¢ sposed to take the same steps. 

“The Bishop of Salisbury added, that already [he] 
had established Sunday schools both in his own diocese 
and on his temporal estates, and that he daily and hourly 
experienced their beneficial influence upon the morals 
of the children, and in some instances upon the parents 
also.” * 

At the Quarterly Meeting, Oct. 1786, it was reported 
that “the Committee, sensible how much the success 


* It will be seen that Mr. Fox and some others of the per- 
sons appointed were not present at this interview. 
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of this institution depends on the constant and regular 
attendance of the scholars, have circulated a letter to 
the managers of those schools that are immediately 
under the patronage of this Society, requesting that a 
register may be kept of the names and numbers of 
those who attend each day, and to transmit to your 
Committee (in a quarterly account of the state of the 
schools, which the superintendants are requested to 
give) the numbers that have attended, that they may, 
with greater accuracy, ascertain the increase or the 
diminution of each respective school.” 

At this meeting the Committee reported a legacy of 
£500, bequeathed to the Society by the late William 
Denne, Esq. 

As might have been expected, the father of Sunday- 
schools, Mr. Raikes, took a lively interest in the affairs of 
the society, and employed every means in his power to 
promote it. Among other means he and his friends 
resolved to take advantage ot the wake, or annual 
festival, held at Painswick on the Lord’s day nearest 
Michaelmas day for collecting at the parish church the | 
children of all the Sunday schools in that neighbour- 
hood. This most interesting meeting Mr. Fox attended. 
The following letter from Mr. Raikes to the Committee, 
and published by them, describes the story in lively 
terms, and shows the high gratification which may be 
derived from benevolent labours and engagements :— 


“ Copy of a letter from Mr. Robert Raikes, of Glou- 
cester, to the Committee of the Society established in 
London for the support and encouragement of Sunday- 
Schools in the different counties of England. 

\ H 


“Gloucester, Oct. 7, 1786. 

Gentlemen,—The parish. of Painswick exhibited 
on Sunday the 24th ult. a specimen of the reform 
which the establishment of Sunday-schools is likely to 
introduce. 

“ An annual festival has from time immemorial been 
held on that day ; afestival that would have disgraced 
the most heathenish nations. Drunkenness, and every 
species of clamour, riot, and disorder, formerly filled 
the town upon this occasion. Mr. Webb, a gentleman 
who has exerted the utmost assiduity in the conduct of 
the Sunday-schools in Painswick, was lamenting to me 
the sad effects that might be naturally expected to arise 
from this feast. It occurred to us that an attempt to 
divert the attention of the vulgar from their former 
brutal prostitution of the Lord's day, by exhibiting to 
their view a striking picture of the superior enjoyment 
to be derived from quietness, good order, and the ex- 
ercise of that benevolence which Christianity pecu- 
liarly recommends, was an experiment worth hazarding. 
We thought it could do no mischief—it would not 

increase the evil. It was immediately determined to 
invite the gentlemen and people of the adjacent par- : 
ishes to view the children of the Sunday schools; to 
mark their improvement in cleanliness and behaviour, 
and to observe the practicability of reducing to a quiet 
peaceable demeanour the most neglected part of the 
community, those who form the great bulk of the 
people. 

“In the parish of Painsw ick are several gentlemen 
who have a taste for music; they immediately offered 
to give every assistance in a church service ; and my 


| \ 
4 | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
if | 


87 


benevolent friend, the Rev, Dr. Glasse, complied with 
our entreaty to favor us with a sermon. Mr. Camp- 
bell, a very active justice of peace, Mr. Townsend, 
Mr. Sheppard, Mr. Webb of Esworth, and several 
other gentlemen engaged to give their countenance ; we 
were highly gratified too with Mr. Boddington’s com- 
pany, who kindly came from Cheltenham to take a 
view of this progress in civilization. He is one of our 
Vice-Presidents, and from his report you will receive a 
far more perfect idea than my pen can give. On the 
Sunday afternoon the town was filled with the usual 
crowd who attend the feast, but, instead of repairing to 
the ale-houses as heretofore, they all hastened to the 
church, which was filled in such a manner as I never 
remember to have seen any church in this county 
before; the galleries, the aisles, were thronged like a 
play-hduse. Drawn up in arank around the church-yard 
appeared the children belonging to the different schools, 
to the number of 331. The gentlemen walked round 
to view them; it was a sight interesting and truly 
affecting. Young people, lately more neglected than 
the cattle in the field, ignorant, profane, filthy, clamorous, 
impatient of every restraint, were here seen, cleanly, 
quiet, observant of order, submissive, courteous in 
behaviour, and in conversation free from that vileness 
which marks our wretched vulgar. The inhabitants of 
the town bear testimony to this change in their man- 
ners. The appearance of decency might be assumed 
for a day ; but the people among whom they live are 
ready to declare that this is a character fairly stated. 

“ After the public service a collection for the benefit 
of the institution was made at the doors of the church, 
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When I considered that the bulk of the congregation 
were persons of middling rank, husbandmen and other 
inhabitants of the adjacent villages, I concluded that 
the collection, if it amounted to twenty-four or twenty- 
five pounds, might be deemed a good one. My aston- 
ishment was great indeed when I found that the sum 
was not less than fifty-seven pounds! This may be | 
accounted for from the security which the establish- 
ment of Sunday-schools has given ‘to the property of 
every individual in the neighbourhood. The farmers, 
&c., declare that they and their families can now 
leave their houses, gardens, &c., and frequent the public 
worship, without danger of depredation ; formerly they 
were under the necessity of leaving their servants, or 
Staying at home themselves, as a guard ; and this was 
insufficient, the most vigilant were sometimes plundered. 
It is not then to be wondered at that a spirit of liberality 
was excited on this occasion. A carpenter put a 
guinea in the plate, and afterwards brought four more 
to Mr. Webb. ‘It was my fixed design,’ says he, 
‘to devote the sum that I received for a certain job of 
work to the support of Sunday schools. I received 
five guineas, one only I put in the plate; it did not 
become me to put more; it would have looked like 
ostentation ; but here are the other four,’ giving them 
to Mr. Webb. Another instance of spirit occurred in 
a man upwards of eighty years of age, who seemed 
about the rank of the yeomanry: ‘Oh! that I should 
live,’ said he, ‘ to see this day, when poor children are 
thus befriended, and taught the road to peace and com- 
fort here, and happiness and heaven hereafter. ‘The 
old man gave a guinea, and said he would leave an- 
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other in the hands of a friend if he should die before 
the next anniversary. When the matter of the collec- 
tion was settled, we went to the schools to hear what 
progress was made in reading, &c. The emulation to 
show their acquirements was so very general, that it 
would have taken up a day to have gratified all the 
children. In the mean time, the town was remarkably 
free from those pastimes which used to disgrace it; 
wrestling, quarrelling, fighting, were totally banished ; 
all was peace and tranquillity. I fear I have been too 
prolix, but I could not convey the complete idea that I 
was desirous of imparting to the generous promoters of 
Sunday-schools, without writing these particulars. 

‘*T forgot to mention that Mr. Fox, one of the worthy 
members of your Committee, was present with us at 
Painswick. The Sunday-schools were first established 
at Painswick, in the summer of the year 1784. The 
children had been bred up in total ignorance. Of the 
number that attend the schools 230 can read in the 
Sunday Scholars’ Companion, and about twenty-one in 
the alphabet. These children have no teaching but on 
the Sunday ; what they learn at the leisure hours in the 
week is the effect of their own desire to improve; many 
have their books at their looms, to seize any vacant 
minute, when their work is retarded by the breaking 
of thread. To relieve the parish from the burden of 
clothing these poor creatures, Mr. Webb proposed, that 
such children as by increase of industry would bring a 
penny every Sunday towards their clothing, should be 
assisted by having that penny doubled ; this has had 
an admirable effect ; the children now regularly bring 
their pence every Sunday ; many of them have been 

| u 3 


| 


clothed, and the good consequences of laying up a 
little are powerfully enforced. It is pretty evident that, 
were every parish in this kingdom blessed with a man 
or two of Mr. Webb’s active turn and benevolent mind, 
the lower class of people, in a few years, would exhibit 
a material change of character, and justify that superior 
policy which tends to prevent crimes rather than to 
punish them. | 

“The liberality with which the members of your 
Society have stood forth, in this attempt to introduce a 
degree of civilization and good order amongst the lowest 
ranks, entitles them to the thanks of the community, 
_and particularly of an individual who will be ever 
proud to subscribe himself 

‘‘ Your most obedient servant, 
R. Raikes. 

“P.S. The gentlemen of Painswick intend making a 
request to Dr. Glasse to publish his sermon. 

“The happy choice of the text had a remarkable 
effect in commanding the attention of the audience. 
The scriptures could not have furnished a passage more 
literally applicable to the subject. It was taken from 
Deut. xxxi. ver. 12-13: ‘Gather the people together, 
men, and women, and children, and the stranger that 
is within thy gates, that they may hear, and that they 
may learn, and fear the Lord your God, and observe to 
do all the words of this law; and that their children, 
which have not known any thing, may hear and learn 
to fear the Lord your God as long as ye live’ ” 


At a meeting, held Oct. 11, 1786, as a proof of 
the respect felt for Mr. Raikes, it was resolved unani- 
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mously, ‘‘ That the thanks of this meeting be given to 
Mr. Raikes, of Gloucester, for his able communications 
of the success of the Sunday-schools at Painswick, and 
to assure him of the pleasure the Society receives from 
the information.” 

The Committee published 1000 copies of the letter 
of Mr. Raikes, and sent them to the subscribers, and 
also sent it to several Newspapers, ‘‘ presuming,” say 
they, ‘‘ that so striking an instance of the advantages 
of this institution must not only give pleasure to its 
friends, but also convince the public at large that it ‘is 
really a great national benefit,” 

Jan. 10, 1787,—The Committee reported as follows : 
—‘‘ That sundry answers to their circular letter to the 
superintendants had been received, from all of which 
they have the pleasure to observe, that the schools are 
in general well attended, that the scholars not only 
learn to read, but that their general behaviour affords 
ample proof of the utility of the design. Nor can 
your Committee help remarking, that children thus edu- 
cated have, in many instances, by an orderly conduct 
shamed their parents from the practice of vices to which 
they were before addicted; and that the very neigh- 
bourhood in which such schools are established exhibit 
examples of decency, regularity, and security, to which 
they had long been unaccustomed.’ 

The Committee also published the following state- 
ment 


“ Paul’s Head Tavern, Jan. 10, 1787. 
“ Extracts of the Minutes of the last General Meet- 


ing of the Society for the Support and Encouragement 
of Sunday-schools held this evening. 


02 
“James Martin, Esq. M. P., Vice-President, 
in the Chair. 


“The minutes of the last quarterly meeting were 
read and confirmed. | 

“ The Committee made the following report :— 

“To the Right Honorable the Earl of Salisbury, 
President, the Vice-Presidents, Treasurer, and other 
Governors of the Society for the support and encourage- 
ment of Sunday-schools. 

* That the number of schools which have been es- 
tablished or assisted by this society amounts to 147. 
That there are in these schools 7242 children, who are 
restrained from the habits of idleness and vice, and 
are training up in such principles of virtue and religion 
as it is hoped may contribute to their future happiness. 

“That the children have been supplied with 7052 
spelling books, 2249 Testaments, and 424 Bibles. 

** That the number of subscribers is 385. * 


* The following gentlemen were appointed a Committee 
for the ensuing year :—- 


Rev. S. ADDINGTON, D.D. 8S. LANGSTON, Esa, 


B. CAREY, Esa. Mr, A. MARTIN, 

Mr, J, DAVIDSON, T. PLUMMER, Esa, 

R, DENT, Esa, T. RAIKes, Esa, 

T. FLicuT, Ese, Sir J. SANDERSON, KNT. 
Mr. W. Fox. P, SANSON, Esa, 

Mr. J. GUTTERIDGE. Mr, J. SMITH, 

S. Hoare, Jun,, Esa. Mr, J, STONARD. 

Mr, T. Hunt. S. THORNTON, Esq. M, P, 
G, JEFFERY, Esa, Rev. J. H. SWAIN, 


H, Keene, Esa. Mr, VALLANCE, 
_ Keyser, Ese, MR. J, WEBBER. 
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Whether Mr. Fox was residing in town or country, 
he still pursued his object. We find a letter from him 
to the Committee, dated Jan. 21, 1787. 


“ Donnyland Hall, in Esser. 
“ Gentlemen, 

“ If it cannot be said that the parish of 
East Donnyland exhibits a scene of the greatest poverty, 
it may be truly said that the inhabitants are abandoned 
to every species of vice. Situated near the sea, on 
which the greater part of them are employed, and at 
almost a mile distance from the church (which stands 
within the park, and near the hall), every day seems 
alike: hence arises that depravity of morals and those 

depredations to which we are perpetually liable. . . 
I have taken some pains to procure a list of the igno- 
rant, and have offered to contribute towards the support 
of a school, as well as to make application to the Com- 
mittee for a supply of books. A meeting convened for 
this purpose was held this day at the church, when to 
my great surprise there appeared nearly sixty of both 
sexes, including several parents, who were real objects 
of the charity and seemed truly solicitous to partake of 
its benefits. Nor was this the only gratifying spectacle 


‘The following gentlemen were appointed Auditors, to 
examine the accounts of the last year :—~ 


BENJAMIN BOND HOPKINS, Esa,, M. P. 
WILLIAM MORETON PITT, Esa., M. P. 
WILLIAM WILBERFORCE, Esa., M. P, 
SAMUEL HOARE, JUN,, Esa, 

THOMAS RAIKES, Ese, 


(though it was truly affecting to see old people in- 
treating to be taught to read the Bible), but it also gave 
me great pleasure to receive applications from persons 
in better circumstances, who, in order to countenance 
the design, and set an example to their poor neighbours, 
offered to subject their children (though they could 
read) to the same regulations, and to bear their own 
expense. But, lest I should be thought tedious upon a 
subject on which I could with pleasure dwell, I shall 
conclude with making a request that spelling books, 
twenty Testaments, and four Bibles be sent for the use 
of two schools. It would have given me pleasure 
could the village have borne the whole expense: but, 
though the rector and the parish at large concur in the 
measure, nothing but the bare instruction can be 
expected, 
“Tam, Gentlemen, 
* Yours respectfully, 
W. Fox.” 


Mr. Fox in the year 1787 for a short time resided 
in the neighbourhood of Colchester, which it will be 
recollected was the native city of Mrs. Fox. To this 
circumstance may be attributed the meeting held in 
June, 1787, by the friends of Sunday-schools in that 
place. In a letter already given in this memoir Mr. Fox 
says, “In consequence of plans sent to Colchester, all 
the ministers, churchmen and dissenters, to the number 
of sixteen, including a speaker among the quakers, as- 
sembled at the Rev. Dr. Forster's, and unanimously 
agreed to support the institution in that place.” * 


* I find that it was reported, April 11, 1787, that the 
Society had established and assisted 201 schools, and distri- 
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In a letter which Mr. Fox wrote to his friend and 
coadjutor, Mr. Raikes, giving the history of this 
meeting, it is said :—‘ Not a single occurrence inter- 
posed to embitter, or in the least to interrupt, the 
pleasures of the day; all was harmony, peace, and 
love: for however divided in political sentiments, or 
separated from each other by diversity of religious 
opinion, in this important undertaking, wherein the 
glory of God and the good of mankind are so intimately 
concerned, the most perfect unanimity has, from its 
commencement, constantly prevailed. How worthy of 
imitation \is this example! Should it be universally 
followed, and should that spirit of bigotry which dis- 
graced former times, and in some instances prevents 
improvement in the present, be proscribed from the 
breasts of all, as it is from the wise and the good, we 
might expect to see, not only 234,000 poor children 
(which the Sunday-schools in England are now calcu- 
lated to contain), emerging from ignorance and rescuing 
from vice, but such an extension of the institution as 
could not fail, under the divine blessing, to produce 
universal good to the poor, and security to the rich.” 

To this letter the following reply was sent :— 


buted spelling-books 10,186, Testaments 3334, Bibles 566. 
That the subscriptions had amounted to £2411. 9s., and that 
the Society had £1500 in the 4 per cents. They also stated 
that the Committee, desirous that every attention may be 
paid to the improvement and morals of the children, had 
ordered sundry directions to the masters and mistresses to be 
printed and sent to all of them, under the patronage of the 
Society.” 
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Mr. Raikes to Mr. Fox. 
“ Gloucester, July 27th, 1787. 

“ Dear Sir, 

“T regret that the variety of my business 
and engagements, when I was last in town, prevented 
me from devoting an afternoon to the enjoyment of 
your company. 

“The loss was mine; for I find few pleasures equal 
to those which arise from the conversation of men who 
are endeavouring to promote the glory of the Creator 
and the good of their fellow creatures. 

“I consider you, too, with the greater respect, as I 
believe you were one of the first of my encouragers at 
the outset of the little plan I was the humble instru- 
ment of suggesting to the world. 

“JT thank you, my good friend, for communicating 
the pleasing recital from Colchester. What a wide and 
extensive field of rational enjoyment opens to our view, 
could we allow the improvement of human nature to 
become the source of pleasure ! 

_ “Instead of training horses to the course, and 
viewing with delight their exertions at Newmarket, let 
our men of fortune turn their eyes to an exhibition like 
that at Colchester. Impart to them a small portion of 
solid enjoyment, which a mind like yours must receive 
from the glorious sight—children, more neglected than 
the beasts of the field, now taught to relish the comfort of 
decency and good order, and to know that their own 
happiness greatly depends on promoting the happiness 
of others. When the community begins to reap the 
benefit of these principles, let us hope that this nation 
will manifest to the world the blessed effects of a 
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general diffusion of Christianity. The great reformers 
of past times have been only removing obstructions in 
our way. Let us hope that the day is approaching 
when ‘the knowledge of the Lord shall cover the earth, 
as the waters cover the sea.’ The number of children 
admitted into a state of culture in this short period, 
seems to me little less miraculous than the draught of 
fishes ; and would incline us to think that the prophecy 
above quoted is advancing to its completion. Some 
French gentlemen, members of the Royal Academy at 
Paris, were with me last week, and were so strongly 
impressed with the probable effects of this scheme of 
civilization, that they have taken all the pieces I have 
printed on the subject, and intend proposing establish- 
ments of a similar nature in some of their parishes in 
the provinces, by way of experiment. We have seen 
the rapid progress of Christianity. Dr. Adam Smith, 
who has so ably written on the wealth of nations, says, 
‘No plan has promised to effect a change of manners, 
with equal ease and simplicity, since the days of the 
apostles.’ 

“TI have sent you my paper of this week, that you 
may see we are extending towards Wales, with the im- 
provement of a school of industry. 

“T have only room to add, that 

“T am, dear sir, 
‘* Your sincere friend and servant, 
Raikes, 


“P.S. Send me ‘the World,’ in which the Col- 
chester letter appeared.” * 


* Mr. Fox had published his account of the Colchester 


anniversary in the paper called the World, June 1787. 
I 


| 
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It} was at this period that the committee resolved 
to show a mark of their respect to the father of Sunday 
schools, and therefore recommended the following re- 
solution, which was adopted at the general meeting of 
the Society held July 11, 1787:—“ Your committee, 
taking into consideration the humble zeal and merits 
of Robert Raikes, Esq., of Gloucester, who may justly 
be considered as the original founder, as well as a 


liberal promoter, of Sunday schools, beg leave to recom- 


mend to the general meeting that he be chosen as 
honorary member of this society.” * 

A general meeting of the Society was held Oct. 10, 
1787, John Harman, Esq. Vice President, in the chair. 
They published the following statement, which was 
signed by the secretary, “ John Frederic Garling,” 
dated from the Society’s office, No. 3, St. Michael’s 
Alley, Cornhill, stating that the hours of attendance 
were from twelve to two daily (Sundays excepted). 

The Committee reported, “that since the institution of 
the Society (which had existed but little more than two 
years) they had established and assisted 282 schools, 
containing upwards of 16,000 scholars ; that the several 
schools had been supplied with 20,295 spelling books, 
6217 Testaments, and 1141 Bibles. 


*Robert Raikes, Esq.,a printer and philanthropist, was 
born at Gloucester in 1735. He was educated at Cambridge, 
and afterwards succeeded his father in the printing business, 
which he carried on with creditand advantage. In 1781 he 
planned the institution of Sunday-schools, in conjunction 
with the Rey, Mr, Stock. Mr, Raikes died at Gloucester in 
1811, in his seventy-sixth year.— Gents. Mag. 
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“ That the great utility of the institution had been 
confirmed to the Committee, by the information they had 
received from every quarter where the schools of this 
Society had been established, and which had excited a 
strong desire to. extend their happy influence in en- 
lightening the minds and reforming the manners of the 
poor; that new applications for the assistance of the 
Society were continually before the Committee, but that, 
in their zeal to extend the benefits of the institution as 
far as possible, they had, since Christmas last, exceeded 
the income of the Society; and, therefore, that it was 
become necessary to appeal to the public for a liberal 
support of the plan, which has’ been proved to be so 
highly beneficial to the best interests of society.”’ 

The Annual Report contains the following intimation, 
April 9, 1788, whch it should seem proved abortive, in 
regard to Ireland :—‘* Your Committee have reason to 
hope that an attempt will be made in Ireland to form a 
society similar to our own, and they are about sending 
over the several papers and letters which have been gene- 
rally circulated here, with a view of giving every infor- 
mation and encouragement, to promote so desirable an 
undertaking in the kingdom.”’ 

In October, this year, the general meeting suggested 
the propriety of extending the benefits of this institu- 
tion to Scotland and Wales, but this was not undertaken 
because the Committee reported they considered the state 
of the funds rendered it impracticable. 

In the year 1790 the following circular was issued by 
the Committee, addressed to various individuals through- 
‘out the country :— 
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Sir, “ London. 
« As in the present intercourse among nations, 


o wider field of inquiry and observation is opened to 


the man of genius, than at any former period, it is not to 
be wondered at that prejudices imbibed in youth, and 
which, in less enlightened times, set mankind at 
variance when ripened into age, should now subside. 
Science and liberality of sentiment commonly go 
hand in hand. But while the principles of equity, 
moderation, and benevolence, prevail in a considerable 
degree among the higher orders of the people, it is 
much to be lamented that disorders of the most perni- 
cious tendency pervade the lower ranks ; and that re- 
formation with respect to them has, till of late, been 
rather a matter of solicitude and desire, than of serious 
expectation. 

“ Happily however, not only for the present, but also 
for future generations, a remedy to these evils has been 
discovered in the establishment of Sunday-schools, of 
the success of which the Society has received the most in- 
dubitable proofs. Embracing the illiterate poor of every 
description, they promise fair to eradicate in a very 
great degree those vicious habits, and that consequent 
wretchedness, which have at all times been so much de- 
plored. That Sabbath-breaking may be prevented, and 
uo ambitious views excited to the prejudice of that 
station in which providence has placed them, “the exer- 
cises of the scholars is restrained to reading in the Old and 
New Testament, and to spelling as a preparative for it.” * 


* The first annual report which I have seen was for the year 
1788.. The balance shect will give a correct idea of the state 
of the Society three years after its establishment. 


‘ 


‘It should seem that the institution had caused a con- 
siderable stir, from the following note which is ap- 
pended to the first report prefixed to several extracts of 


** Account of the receipts and disbursements for the year 
1788, as signed by the auditors. 


“ HENRY THORNTON, Esq. Treasurer to the Sunday-school Soc. 


Dr. Ee Cr. @ 
To balance Dec, By Teachers at 
31,1787. . 6520 14 the different 
To Donations and schools . . 276 11 6G 
_ Ann, Subs, from By Rent for So- 
Dec, 31, 1731, ciety’s Office &c, 1717 O 
to Dec, 31,1787 705 1 3 By Printing, Sta- 
To Collections at tionery, Books 
Places of public for the schools ; 


worship . . 174 1 6 Secretary’s allow- 
To Half a Year’s ance, and sundry 


Dividend on incidental Ex- 
£1,500 4 per cent penses . . ., 71610 2 
Cons. Ann, to Mi- By Balance 470 14 2 


chaelmas 1788 60 0 
To Cash received 
for Books for the 
supply of schools | 
not assisted by 
this Society. . 21 16 ; 


£1,481 12 10 £1,481 12 10 
** We the auditors have examined the above account, and 


find a balance in the Treasurer's hands of £470. 14s. 2d. 
London, June 17, 1789. 


BENJAMIN BODDINGTON, JAMES SANDERSON, 
JONATHAN HOARE, ROBERT THORNTON 
JAMES SANSOM, 


‘‘N. B. To prevent or remove any mistaken apprehen- 
sions concerning the stock funded for the benefit of this So- 
13 
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-detters The utility of Sunpay Scuoots has been 


the subject of much conversation and debate ; an ap- 
peal to facts may at once determine the point in ques- 
tion. The Committee of the Sunday-school Society, 
therefore, beg to submit to the perusal of the public, 
the following extracts from letters, which they have re- 
ceived among many others, frem different parts of the 
kingdom. | 

“ The Society have no cause to complain of want of 
attention to their plan, The instruction afforded to 
nearly 50,000 poor persons, in less than five years, 
having exceeded their most sanguine expectation. But, 
while they congratulate themselves and the public on 
such an extension of their institution, they are con- 
strained by the present state of their funds to make a 
fresh appeal to you; and, through you, to such of your 
friends as may be likely to patronize a design which has, 


ciety, the Committee think it necessary to observe that it does 
not consist of annual subscriptions, but of donations and 
legacies ; the interest only of which the Committee consider 
themselves authorized to expend: they could not therefore 
appropriate the principal of such sums to pay annual ex- 
penses, consistently with the intentions of the several 
generous benefactors to the institution, by whom they were 
advanced ; and as the annual expenses for books, teachers, 
&c., exceed the amount of the annual subscriptions, unless by 
a reserve of this sort, the great demands of this Society 
could not be answered.’’ 

This report contains a ‘‘ general statement of the schools 
established and assisted, 610 ; ’—* scholars educated, 
41,295 ;""—** books given away, spelling books,—45,639 ’ 
Testaments, 13,144”"—** Bibles, 3261.” 
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perhaps, a superior claim upon the humane and bene- 
volent to any other establishment ; for, not to detract 
from the merit of other charities, which open sources of 
consolation for present sufferings, nor to arraign the 
wisdom of laws made for the punishment of crimes, 
this proceeds on the more enlarged and truly political 
principle of endeavouring to prevent them. 

‘* Sensible of the advantages the community must de- 
rive from this institution, the Society feel great concern _ 
in being under the necessity of adding, that their ex- 
penses have lately much exceeded their receipts. The 
applications for assistance are numerous, and it would 
give pain to refuse them when sanctioned by proper re- 
commendations. On your exertions, therefore, and 
those of a generous public, they depend for the com- 
pletion of a reform so happily begun, and in which 
mankind are so deeply interested. 


By order of the committee, 


Henry Tuornton, Chairman.” 


There is among the MS. papers an extract dated 
“‘ Horsley, in Gloucestershire,” from “ the Rev.Richard 
Davies, and the Rev. Benjamin Francis, dated Dec. 13, 
1788. The writer says, 

“In the name of the children instructed at the Sun- 
day-schools in the parish of Horsley, and indeed of the 
parish at large, we beg leave sincerely to thank you for 
the seasonable and liberal supply of books sent by you 
for our schools, and which were by us safely received. 

“ It gives us true pleasure to be able to inform you 
that there has been a considerable change wrought in the 
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morals of the children, since the establishment of Sun- 
day-schools here. The parish is very populous, and 
very poor; most of the inhabitants are woollen-cloth 
workers. Some years ago the children in general were 
ignorant, rude, ragged, and dirty ; now a great many who 
could not read a letter before, can correctly read their 
Testaments, repeat a catechism, and say a morning and 
evening prayer. Their manners are more orderly and 
decent, their persons more cleanly, and their clothes 
more tidy. They more frequently attend divine wor- 
ship, and more strictly observe the Sabbath.” 

The following was addressed to the gentlemen of the 
District Committee of Sunday-schools in the isle of 


Purbeck and borough of Wareham, in the county of 
Dorset :— 


“ London, March 18, 1792. 
Sirs, 


We think it imeumbent upon us to express our 
acknowledgments for the accurate and very particular 
returns which you have made to us of the schools in 
your district, which evince an attention to the objects of 
this Society, that must give pleasure to every friend and 
promoter of it; to you it must be unnecessary to ex- 
patiate on the merits of an institution which you have 
yourselves so warmly espoused ; but, from the consi- 
deration that you and we are embarked in the same 
cause, have the same laudable object in pursuit, and 
are exercising the same zeal for its promotion, we are 
persuaded it must afford you some satisfaction to be in- 
formed that we continue to receive the most flattering 
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testimonies of the good effects that are produced by the 
Sunday-schools in many parts of the kingdom where 
they have been established ; and, although it is apparent 
to discerning minds that very great and permanent 
advantages are already attained, yet we are convinced 
the full benefits of our efforts are not yet felt, but will 
break out with increasing splendour, when the subjects 
of them come into active life, and, excited by a profitable 
experience, shall exert themselves to perpetuate to their - 
own children, the happy means from which they will 
have derived such abiding advantages. It is with con- 
cern we mention that in some places this encourage- 
ment is yet wanting from the parents, and that they do 
not sufficiently attend to the voice of Providence, 
calling them to espouse with gratitude, and enforce 
with earnestness, those advantages for their offspring 
which will assuredly prove far more durable riches 
than they can obtain for them jn this world. It has 
afforded us real pleasure to observe the exertions that 
have been made in the isle of Purbeck, and we are 
happy to embrace the present opportunity of ex- 
pressing to you, gentlemen, and through you to all the 
parties concerned, the great satisfaction it has afforded 
us that not only our plans have been adopted by gen- 
tlemen of liberality in these parts, but that such a pri- 
vilege has been so thankfully received by those parents 
who have laudably availed themselves of this important 
charity, and most effectually answered the end of their 
benefactors; nor can we on this occasion omit, with 
affectionate solicitude, to wish it may be recommended 
to the children, to second the endeavours of their pa- 
rents, by cheerfully embracing the means of instruction 


| 


106 


offered them by this and other similar societies, and by 
a regular attendance at the schools, and by an ex- 
emplary behaviour and conduct, encourage others to 
follow their commendable example; in which we 
eannot but think that the influence of the church- 
wardens and overseers in every parish, if properly 
exerted, would contribute much to forward the design, 
both with children and their parents. 

** We particularly entreat that our best thanks may 
be accepted by the parochial clergy, and other gentle- 
men of the Committee, who have paid great attention 
© the schools, to secure a useful superintendance of 
them, and for the regularity of the returns, from which 
‘we have derived much useful information. | 

“ May the happy union of these exertions be long 
continued, and may you, gentlemen, and your posterity 
after you, experimentally feel the effects which will as- 
suredly follow these your good works. 


“ Henry Tuornton, Chairman.” — 


The Society, it appears from the annual printed re- 
ports, continued to increase from year to year, so that 
in the year 1796, ten years after its commencement, it 
had established and assisted 1086 schools, and 69,222 
scholars. It had distributed 5749 Bibles, 26,321 
Testaments, and 110,389 spelling books; 

In the year 1798 a very important event took place in 
the history of this Society, which has led to conscquences 
the most important as to the circulation of the Scrip- 
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tures. The Rev. T. Charles, of Bala, was inking 
at the close of this year, and applied to the Committee 
for aid towards the support of Sunday-schools in the 
principality of Wales; but, as their funds were raised — 
for schools in England only, this could not be granted. 
A separate fund was therefore raised for Wales ;“ and, 
from some letters received from Mr. Charles, published 
in the report for 1799, it appears that his account of the 
English bounty “ was received with great joy, and soon: 
spread ‘throughout the whole country :” 3000 books, 
including bibles and testaments, were placed at the dis- 
posal of this worthy clergyman, and were distributed in 
the course of a few months. Mr. Charles says, in a 
letter dated Bala, June 18, 1799, “ Those who have 
been to the schools six months can in general read 
their bibles well.” The influence of Mr. Charles's re- 
presentation, may be judged of by the following state- 
ment :—“ In July, 1799, the Committee informed the 
Society of their intention, if possible, to print an 
edition of the New Testament in the Welsh language, 
a measure, say they, which we have much at heart, 
being convinced of its great propriety and necessity, 
that the knowledge which has been acquired in Sunday- 
schools might be directed to the Scriptures, which are 
of infinite importance to the bodies and souls of men.” 
In another letter dated Bala, Jan. 13,1800, Mr. Charles 
says, “ The report of the new edition of the Welsh 
bible has enlivened them [the Sunday-schools] much, 
especially as they are to be disposed of at so low a 
price. 1am convinced of it, that 5000 bibles could be | 
immediately disposed of in North Wales, if they could 
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ge obtained. I know several districts without a bible 


in all the families who live in them, and there was not 
an individual that could read among them till our 
schools were introduced. Now being taught to read, 
like hungry persons, they are ready to famish for want 
of bibles. In some parts the Sunday-schools flourish 
more than ever, and beyond all dispute do abundant 
good. I am convinced that hundreds of our poor 
children are preparing in them for useful stations in the 
church on earth, and for glory in that above: and what 
greater blessing can we look for?” 

Notwithstanding the Committee could not, as it 
should appear, comply with the request of Mr. Charles, 
this discussion on the subject of an edition of the 
Welsh Scriptures led soon after to the accomplishment 
of that object by other means.” 


_ * Mr. Charles two years after, in 1802, stated the want of 
Welsh bibles to the committee of the Religious Tract Society. 
He said that, as they could not be obtained inthe usual channel, 
it was desirable to resort to “‘ new and extraordinary means.” 
In the history of the British and Foreign Bible Society, the 
author, the late Rev. John Owen, says, ‘‘ This proposition 
gave rise to a conversation of some length ; in the course of 
which it was suggested that, as Wales was not the only part 
of the kingdom in which such a want as had been described 
might be supposed to prevail, it would be desirable to take 
such steps as might be likely to stir up the public mind to a 
general dispersion of the Scriptures. To this suggestion, 
which proceeded from the Rev. J. Hughes, a Baptist minister, 
one of the Socicty’s present secretaries, and which was 
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The following extract from the report of the Com- 
mittee, delivered the 10th of October, 1804, appears to 
refer to the subject of the Welsh Scriptures :— 

“ While the Committee rejoice in the testimonies 
which they have received of the particular good conse- 
quences resulting from their labours, they cannot but 
advert with more than ordinary satisfaction to that 
general impression which the Society, under the blessing 
of God, has made upon the minds of the lower orders of 
the community. It has been recently proved that the 
Scriptures are sought for with uncommon avidity in 
many parts of the island ; and it is worthy of remark, 
that the very evidence which proves that a desire to pe- 
ruse the Scriptures has been excited, affords an equal 
proof that the honor of having excited it belongs, in 
the greatest degree, to the institution and cer 
ment of Sunday-schools.” 

In the next year, 1805, the Committee state they 
had, from the commencement of the Society, granted 
** to such schools as stood in need of pecuniary assist- 
ance, the sum of £4147. 8s. 5d.” The number of 
schools established and assisted in twenty years had 
been 2542; scholars educated, 226,945; spelling- 
books 219,410; Testaments, 50,126; Bibles, 7213. 

It is not wonderful that with an annual income of 


warmly encouraged by the rest of the company, we are to 
trace the dawn of those measures, which, expanding with 
time, and progressive discussion, issued at length in the proposal 
and establishment of the British and Foreign Bible Society.” 
History of the origin, &c. of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society—vol. i. 16. 
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about £500, the Committee found it impossible to 
continue the system of paying the masters and mis- 
_ tresses of their schools: this was the grand impediment 
to their prosperity. It was not probable, perhaps not 
possible, that funds* upon the principle of paying 
teachers, could have been ‘raised equal to the ex- 
petise of the universal education of the poor; and it is 
one of the most remarkable providences connected with 
the history of Sunday-schools, that gratuitous teachers 
were at length found to relieve the society of this im- 


* It was bad policy, for this Society to fund so much 
property. It had in 1812, £3000 in the 4 per cents., 
£200 bank stock, besides India bonds and exchequer 
bills ; without saying how much. Its present state, according 
to the 45th réport, is far from what it was as to utility, or 
what it ought to be, considering the funds which it possesses. 
The dividends on the stock last year amounted to 209 
2s. Od. while the subscriptions and donations only amounted 
to £170 15s. 3d. The Committee say, “The number -of 
sehools assisted during the past year is 440, containing 
62,A34 scholars; of which mumber, 117 schools received 
grants in the preceding years. The number of books given 
is as follows :— | | 

English Welsh Total. 
Alptiabet and Monosyllable boards 6893 5747 ‘12640 
‘Sets’ of Lessons for collective Teaching 74 129 203 
Spelling and Class Books . . . .30429 14205 44634 
Testaments . . .. - 5696 2778 8374 

The expenditure it appeared amounted to £981 15s. 3d. 
‘nly, “and more than four-fifths of this was defrayed from 
dividends on its stock, or by reductions of its capital, in a 
ratio that must in a very few years entirely exhaust its re- 
sources,” 
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mense expense; leaving it to confine its expenditure 
to the gift of books, which, till this present time, it has 
been able to afford. It was in the year 1803 that a re- 
markable event took place which clearly evinced the 
care of God over the Society, by raising up instruments 
and funds to supply its lack of service: this was the 
formation of a kindred institution, well known as the 
** Sunday-school Union.” * 


* From the last annual report of the Sunday-school 
Union, the following extract will show its amazing opera- 
tions :— 

Schools. Teachers. Scholars. 
Four London Auxiliaries ‘ . 502 6480 70,097 
Great Britian . . . . . 6023 82,380 774,631 


Total reported in Great Britain . 7125 88,860 844,728 
In addition to the above may 
be mentioned, although not in 
connexion with the Sunday- 
school Union . . « 
The Sunday-school Soc. for 
Ireland . 2581 18,687 202,332 
The London Hibernian Society’s 
Sunday-schools. 456 15,596 


The total amount of the above, 


in Great Britain and Ireland, is10,162 107,547 1,062,656 
Last year the numbers were . 9895 97747 1,919,693 


Increase amounting to . 267 9909 42,963 
Even this large number does not by any means include all 

the Sunday-schools in Great Britain, as there are many 

which are not “ reported to the Sunday-Schoul Union. 


| 
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The next year, 1804, as already hinted, witnessed 
another extraordinary event, to which the Sunday-school 
Society evidently led: this was the formation of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society. From it, too, the 
model of its Committee was derived, viz. “ one half 
to be members of the established church and the 
other half members of other Christian denominations.”* 


* Owen’s History, &c,, vol.i., p. 58. 


CHAPTER VI. 


From the time of his removal from London to his 
death. 


For the first twelve years after the establishment of 
the Society, Mr. Fox was one of its most active and 
liberal supporters ; but in the year 1787, having relin- 
quished his business in Cheapside to his sons and left 
London as the place of his residence, he removed to a 
favorite spot called Donnyland, near Colchester.—The 
spirit of zeal evinced by him for the religious interests 
of the poor of his neighbourhood at this period of his 
life may be in some measure judged of by the follow- 
ing letter, addressed to the Clergyman, the Rev. Mr. 
Salter rector of East Donnyland. It is dated Donny- 
land. 


Lord’s Day evening, Jan. 18, 1789. 
“ Rev. Sir, 

“ Though it is not more my practice than it is my pro- 
vince to condemn any man, much less a clergyman of 
the Church of England (for to his own Master he stands 
or falls) yet you will permit me, without taking offence, 
to express my grief at seeing the sheep committed to 
your care, wandering about without a shepherd. 

“The poor, who have little to comfort them besides 
that which the gospel affords, have at this inclement 
season a more than ordinary claim to your labours. 
Times of affliction are generally those in hich God is 
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more than commenly sought unto. ‘ In their affliction 


they will seek me early” And indeed God has said, . 


‘ Call upon me in the day of trouble, I will deliver thee 
and thou shalt glorify me.’ Now, Sir, where are these 
poor ignorant creatures to look for instruction and 
assistance in the worship of God, but to their Pastor ? 
You have taken upon you the care of their souls, and 
they have crowded your church for three successive 
Lord’s-days, but with what success I leave to your de- 


termination. Have you watched for their souls as one . 


that must give an account? And when is the word so 
likely to make a divine impression on the heart as when 
it is softened with affliction ? 

“ On your candour and good sense, Sir, I rely for 
the pardon of this intrusion, not doubting but that a 
liberty taken under the impression of love to God, and 
benevolence to man, will find a ready excuse from a 
gentleman of your known generosity. 

“T am, Rev. Sir, 
* Respectfully yours, 

“ William For.” 

To the Rev. Mr. Salter. 

It is not said how this well written and faithful letter 
was received by this reverend neglector of the souls of 
his parishioners ; it affords, however, abundant proof that 
Mr. Fox could not be indifferent in regard to the spirit- 
ual interests of his neighbours when he saw them to 
be “ as sheep not having a shepherd.” He acted upon 
the solemn injunction found in Proverbs xxiv. 11, 12. 
‘“ Tf thou forbear to deliver them that are drawn unto 
death, and those that are ready to be slain; if thou 
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sayest, Behold we knew it not ; doth not he that ponder- 
eth the heart consider it? and he that keepeth thy soul, 
doth he not know it? and shall he not render to every 
man according to his works ?” 

Attached as Mr. Fox was to this residence from its 
delightful situation, he was soon obliged to quit it on 


account of the ill health of Mrs. Fox; in a little more 


than two years he returned and took a house in Cole- 
brook-row, Islington, where he continued to live until 
the year 1799. 

While residing here, in the year 1797, the Baptist 
Itenerant, now called the Baptist Home Missionary 
Society was formed for promoting village preach- 
ing by ministers in the neighbourhoods of their re- 
spective residences which might be found destitute of 
evangelical teaching. Mr. Fox was solicited to become 
the Treasurer and he undertook that office. | 

[t was about this time that he purchased the manor 
of his native village, Clapton, where two of his brothers 
were still living and also a sister not many miles dis- 
tant. Feeling an earnest desire to pass the remainder 
of his days with them, and thinking probably, as he 
was approaching the period of the life of man, that his 
stay on earth would not be of long continuance, he re- 
moved from Islington. The manor house at Clapton 
not offering a comfortable residence, he rented the seat 
of Mr. Waller, about four miles off, called Farmington 
Lodge. This was adjoining the seat of Lord Sherborne, 
with whose family he was on terms of friendly in- 
tercourse. 

To this place he was greatly attached ; but, after living © 
ttere not much more than one year, the brother of Mr. - 
Waller wishing to take posession of it, Mr. Fox removed 
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to Lechlade House, in Gloucestershire, about the year 
1802, where he continued to live till the year 1823: a 
period of nearly twenty-one years. 

Before Mr. Fox resided at Lechlade, the dissenters 
there had been greatly persecuted ; but from his cordi- 
ality with, and respectful demeanour towards, the 
clergy of the established church, those prejudices 
against them were greatly removed. He had the 
pleasure of living to see a Baptist meeting-house built 
_ in the village, principally at his own cost: he also pre- 
sented the land on which it was erected, and became a 
deacon of the church collected in it. 

I am enabled to show the state of feeling of Mr. 
Fox in regard to religion, when in his seventy-third 
year, by a letter sent to his esteemed friend and fellow- 
labourer, Joseph Gutteridge, Esq., Denmark hill, 
(the only one of the original Committee now living.) 
It is dated, Lechlade, June 29, 1809. ‘Dear Sir, 
—lI have somewhere read, and I was struck with 
the idea it was meant to convey, that harness not worn 
is likely to become rusty. Indeed I know a minister 
who, while he continued principally dependent for 
support on the work of the ministry, was thought to 
possess no inconsiderable abilities, but who, since his 
advancement in life by marriage, and having left off 
preaching, can hardly (if it be in a mixed company) 
find courage to ask a blessing on his food! This, per- 
haps, since. there does not appear to be any decay of 
intellect, may be considered as a divine judgment upon 
him. And truly, my friend, the less I accustom myself 
to write, and in this retired spot very little indeed oc- 
curs worth communicating, the more formidable letter- 
writing appears to me. | 
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“T am not, however, at all disposed to give up a 
correspondent whose letters, though few in number, 
always afford me peculiar pleasure ; as iron sharpeneth 
tron, so du the writings, as well as the countenance of a 
man his friend: they set me thinking—they bring to 
remembrance past occurrences—they cement friend- 
ships—and we know who hath said, ‘ Thy own friend, 
and thy father’s friend, forsake thou not.” Your letters 
carry my thoughts back to old times, when ‘ we walked 
to the house of God in company.’ They remind me of 
the company which we kept there—the business which 
we transacted there—the preaching we heard there :— 
and what shall I say of the preacher?* Oh, Sir, it 
was indeed sometimes a pleasant season, and I am 
sometimes with you in spirit now. I go from pew to 
pew; I look at the attendants: some of them remain, 
while others have fallen asleep; I look at the pulpit, 
and what do I seeé?—A good man, no doubt, and a 
good preacher too, because you say so; but where is 
our friend? I recognize his form in my imagination, 
but his bodily presence no longer cheers the eye; his 
voice no longer interests the mind; his work is 
finished ; he is entered into his rest: his mantle how- 
ever remains still, and though dead he yet speaketh. I 
look sometimes into his ‘ Reign of Grace,’ and turn 
over others of his writings, to catch, if possible, some- 
what of the fire—to be animated with the same love 
and zeal which shone so conspicuously throughout his 
whole life; but I fail—the object is not attained— 
and I go mourning for want of those ravishing joys— 
those Pisgah views, with which the people of God are 


* The late venerable Abraham Booth, who died in 1806, 
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sometimes visited in their way to glory. But God is 
gracious ; Christ is precious ; heaven is glorious ; and 
grace is free. “I give unto my sheep,’ says our Lord, 
‘ eternal life, and they shall never perish, neither shall 
any man pluck them out of my hand.’ And what 
need we more? What better security can we ask or 
desire? 

“Tt would afford me much pleasure to meet you at 
the Branch,* nor do I despair of it, as Mrs, Fox’s dis- 
order, though not removed, does not return quite so 
often as it formerly did. Our times, however, and all 
our concerns, are in HIS hands, and there I would 
have them be, for the Judge of the whole earth cannot 
but do right. 

Mrs. Fox and my daughter unite iv kind iis to 
you, and Mrs. and Miss G., with 

“ Dear Sir, 
“Your very affectionate friend, &c., 
Fox.” 


The following short letter, which has been partly intro- 
duced in a former part of the memoir, was written 
nearly fifteen years after the above, when Mr. Fox had 
attained to nearly ninety years of age. 


From the late William Fox, Esq., to the Rev Dr. 
Newman, of Bow. 
| Cirencester, April 29, 1824. 
“ Dear Sir, | 
“That no time should be lost, I immediately, on 


* The meeting-house in Little Prescott Street, Goodman’s- 
Gelds, was called Rosemary Branch-meeting.”’ 
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the receipt of your letter, forwarded your request, with 
the magazine :containing an account of our Sunday- 
schools, to my friend Mr. B.; he, however, being con- 
fined by illness, did mot attend the court of the com- 
pany till lately, when the result of the business, [am 
sorry to say, proved anfavorable. And what shall we 
say to this? The importance of the object is not.suffi- 
ciently considered, whilea narrow and prejudiced spirit 


is too apparent, as it was in the chairman of our first | 


meeting, who said, ‘Sir, I presume you intend to con- 
fine the plan to our own denomination, for then ‘we 
shall go on in harmony:’ my answer was, ‘Sir, the 
_ work is great, and I shall not be satisfied until every 
person in the world be able to read the Bible; ‘there- 
fore, we must call on the whole world to help .us:’ 
and its being thus made a general concern paved ‘the 
way for that noble institution, the Bible Society, which 


found the people ready prepared to receive the sacred - 


volume. 


“Tam sorry Mr. B's answer has been delayed sO 
long; he was.himself.friendly to the proposal, 
‘“] am, dear Sir,:yours truly, 
Fox.” 


‘Mr. Fox’s ‘excellent wife was continved:until Feb. 6, 
1828, When she died in‘her’ninety-fourth’year, Shechad 
been an ornamerital ‘meniber of ‘a Christian ehurch:for 
nearly eighty'years! ‘She was buried’ in‘ the famiby vault 
in the burial ground of the chapel at Lechlade. = © 

Mrs. Fox’s mother’s maiden name was Grimstone,"® 
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lineal descendant of Sir Harbottle Grimstone, a judge 
and member of Parliament in the reign of Charles II: 
One of her daughters says of her, “The sincerity of her 
disposition, her cheerful piety, and unaffected kindness, 
will long be remembered by those who knew her; and, 
as a mother, she will ever live in the tender recollection 
of her surviving children.”* 


‘One of these surviving children, referring to his last 
days, says, “ Living as he did to the advanced age of 
ninety, his memory, as may be supposed, failed him 
with regard to recent occurrences, but he would fre- 
quently dwell with the most minute exactness on the 
events of his childhood, as though they had occurred 
but yesterday. Under the heavy pressure of accumu- 
lated trials which preyed deeply upon his mind, I fre- 
quently turned his attention to the early years of his 
life... Being of a remarkably active turn, the privations 
and infirmities of age were peculiarly distressing to - 
him, and he would sometimes say, never wish to be 


* Her pious ancestors had been accustomed always, on the 
return of every Lord’s-day, to supply some of the poor of 
Christ’s flock with a dinner sent to them from their own 
table ; to this practice she constantly adhered ; and thus some, 
who never tasted meat on other days, were sure to have a 
comfortable meal on the Sabbath. Moreover, she never 
turned away a beggar from the door unrelieved, and there 


‘were frequently many in the course of the day ; her charity 


being known, she did not want applicants ; and her idea 
was, better bestow upon nine unworthy, than one deserving 
object want a morsel of that bread which God had so boun- 
tifully given to her, 
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old. I am now in the twelfth chapter of Ecclesiastes, 
and the grasshopper is a burden to me. 


“ Speaking to his daughter one day respecting her 
departed mother, he gave a striking and very affecting 
idea of the vanity of life, by saying, ‘ But it is all 
nothing to me now; it is like a dream!’ She adds,— 
“Had not the hope of a better state of existence 
brightened the scene, such a reflection would have been 
painful in the extreme; but, though he regretted that it 
was not with him as in years that were past, yet he had 
a supporting hope, which enabled him to meet the last 
enemy with composure ; and, a short time previous to 
his departure, he exclaimed, ‘ Lord Jesus, receive my 
spirit.’ 

“He expired on the ist of April 1826, and his re- 
mains were, by his own desire, removed from Ciren- 
cester to Lechlade, where, a few years before, he had 
. buried his wife, and a beloved daughter. ” 


Another of his children says, “ His known liberality 
of spirit, to all sects and parties who loved the cause of 
Christ, gained him many friends, even among the higher 
orders of the clergy of the established church; while 
his exemplary walk and conversation won the hearts of 
those Christians among dissenters whose peculiar sen- 


timents of church government were widely different 
from his own. 


“He was a universal peace-maker, and would 
never suffer any person to be evil spoken of in his pre- 


sense without taking the part of the absent calumniated 
individual, He was on terms of friendship with Jonas 
L 


t 
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Hanway, Esq.,* Granville Sharp, Esq.,+ and Henry 
Thornton, Esq., { the well known philanthropy of these 
excellent. men producing this association of kindred 


* Jonas Hanway, Esq., a philanthropist, was born at Ports- 
mouth in 1712. He was at an early age bound apprentice 
to a Lisbon merchant; after which he became associated 
with a commercial house at Petersburg, which led him to 
visit Persia. On leaving Russia he settled in London, and 
in 1753 published an account of his travels in 2 vols., 4to. 
He also printed a great number of pious tracts, and some 
books on miscellaneous subjects, particularly a Tour to Ports- 
mouth, in 2 vols. 8vo.; which being criticised by Dr. 
Johnson, drew from tle author a very able reply. But Mr. 
Hanway will be longest remembered by his works of charity, 
which were very numerous, and procured him the situ- 
ation of a commissioner of the navy; and when he retired, 
his salary was continued. He died in 1786, and a monu- 
ment was erected to his memory in Westminster Abbey,— Life 
by Pugh. | 

+ Granville Sharp, Beq., was born at Durham in 1734, He 
first. obtained the recognition of the liberty of negro slaves 
when in. this country. He was the founder of the colony, 
at Sierra Leone, and: of the Abolition Society. He was 
active in the formation of the British and Foreigh Bible 
Society, He died July 6, 1813.—Life by Hoare. 

t John Howard, Esq., the philanthropist, was born at 
Hackney in 1726. About 1765 he resided at Carington, | 
in Bedfordshire, His labors in the cause of benevolence 
are detailed in the works which he published, Being in 
Turkey to ascertain the nature of the plague, and the means 
of curing it, he died of.a malignant epidemic at Cherson, Jan. 
20,1790, A statue has been erected to his memory in St, 
Paul’s Cathedral.—Life by Aisin. 
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spirits.” Respecting the person af Mr. Fox, some idea 
may be formed from the portrait prefixed. One of his 
children says, “Though my father was of late years 
regardless of his person (except upon particular occa- 
sions) his appearance, when dressed, was very much of 
the gentleman. He was a little above the middle size, 
his forehead high, and his eyes, which inclined to blue, 
remarkably animated when speaking; in earlier life he 
must have been handsome. — 

“« My father used to spend some hours before dinner 
in the exercise of shooting, which he found extremely 
beneficial to his health. While he lived in London he 
was much troubled with a nervous head-ache, as well 
as in the morning by great lassitude ; but in the country 
during the shooting season every complaint was re- 
moved. Having at Lechlade a manor of considerable 
extent, he was desirous of furnishing his friends as well 
as himself with game, which led him to pursue it with 
more avidity than he would otherwise have done.— 
Indeed, as to his own gratification in eating and drink- 
ing, particularly the latter, he was a very rare example 
of abstemiousness from his childhood. That he should 
have retained somewhat of his early fondness for shoot- 
ing will not perhaps be wondered at, when it is known 
that he excelled in it when a youth, for he was in the 
habit of carrying a fowling-piece from the age of six to 
sixteen. I have frequently heard him say, that he shot 
hares at so early an age that he was not strong enough 
to carry one home without hanging it over his 
shoulders.” 

In the annual report of the Sunday-school Union for 
1827, the death of this worthy man is respectfully no- 
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ticed. It is said, ‘‘ The cause of the Sunday schools had 
sustained a loss by the death of devoted friend, 


William Fox, Esq., the founder of the Sunday-school 
Society.” 


The following inscription is on the Tomb in the. 


Burial ground of the Chapel at Lechlade in Gloucester- 
shire :— 


This Stone, 
which perpetuates the Memory of 
MARY EVILL, 
who departed this Life 
April 9, 1821, 
Contains the first records of mortality 
ever placed in this ground. 

Jn the same Grave also are deposited 
the mortal remains of 
MARY FOX, 

Mother of the above, 
who died Feb, 5, 1823; And of 
WILLIAM FOX, 

Husband of the aforesaid Mary Fox, 
of Lechlade House, Esq. 

Who died April 1, 1826. 


Grave ! the Guardian of their dust, 
Grave! the Treasury of the Skies, 
Every atom of thy Trust 

Rests in hope again to rise. 
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CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS. 


The memoirs of Mr. Fox, considered chiefly in re- 
ference to his being the distinguished founder of the 
Sunday School Society, supply abundant matter for 
useful observation, and remarks well adapted to raise 
our admiration of the wonders of divine providence, 
and the riches of sovereign grace. All those persons 
(and they are now innumerable) who have either been 
instructed in, or who have by their application as 
teachers or in other ways assisted, or who have contri- 
buted of their substance towards Sunday-schools ought 
to “ glorify God in him.” 

1. When God has designs of peculiar mercy towards 
his rational creatures, with what surprizing ease he 
raises up his instruments for his work! and generally 
from that class of society to which probably Paul re- 
ferred, when he said, “God hath chosen the weak 
things of the world to confound the things which are 
mighty : and base things of the world, and things which 
are despised, hath God chosen: yea, and things which 
are not, to bring to nought things that are, that no flesh 
should glory in his presence.” Thus he chose David 
from following the sheep to be king over Israel, and Paul 
from the band of Jewish persecutors to be the apostle 
of the Gentiles, and William Fox from keeping off 
birds from his brother's wheat-fields to be the founder 
of the Sunday-school Society. 

L$ 
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2. Perseverence in attempting to do good is generally 
rewarded with success. Could discouragements of 
various kinds have disheartened Mr. Fox in his 
attempts to procure a universal education for the poor, 
he would have failed to accomplish his designs. 
Doubtless he often felt that “hope deferred maketh the 
heart sick :” he also knew by experience that “ when 
the desire cometh it isa tree of life.” His anxieties 
and toils received a noble reward, which he was spared 
to witness for nearly forty years. A more recent in- 
stance illustrative of this remark is the Rev. Dr. Carey, 
of Calcutta. When an obscure minister in the country, 
he meditated the noble object of sending the gospel to 
the heathen; and, when scarcely any one but himself 
rose above the difficulties and dangers of the plan, 
he in a sermon preached from Isaiah liv. 2, “ Enlarge 
the place of thy tent,” &c., made the following observa- 
tions the leading topics of his discourse :— * Attempt 
great things: expect great things.” What surprising 
results have followed, especially as to his having 
translated the holy scriptures into so many of the 
eastern languages. And he is still living to behold 
the blessed effects of his noble and disinterested 
exertions. 

Let these instances of success, and of many others - 
of a similar kind which might have been mentioned, 
encourage those who are “ attempting great things ” to 
go forward in their labours to ameliorate the condition 
of the world, whether as to its natural or moral miseries, 
believing the declaration of scripture, “The liberal 
deviseth liberal things, and by liberal things he shall 
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3. What beneficent results have followed this noble 
plan of improving the leisure afforded by the Sunday, 
for bringing the children of the poor under the gra- 
tuitous instruction of pious persons! Let the eldest 
son of Mr. Fox be heard on the subject. In a letter 
addressed to the compiler of these memoirs, dated, 
Liverpool, 9th June, 1827, he says, “‘ If we could by 
any means calculate the number of children who have 
been instructed in Sunday-schools, as well as those at 
present in them, I am persuaded the aggregate of good 
would astonish those who have not been aware of their 
importance. In Manchester alone there are, at the 
present moment, nearly 40,000 children under such 
course of instruction on the Sabbath. Since the first 
establishment of Sunday-schools, millions of children 
have been taught to read the Bible and lisp the praises 
of their Creator. In vain might the Tract Society, the 
Bible Society, the Society for promoting Religious 
knowledge, &c., have sent forth their myriads of publi- 
cations, had not Sunday-schools previously taught the 
illiterate to read. All these would only have been ‘a 
book that was sealed,’ of the entire contents of which 
the recipients would have been in utter ignorance. In 
sending you, Sir, these recollections of my late honored 
- father, vanity is no way connected therewith; no 
anxiety exists, save that, if a memoir be given, it bea 
faithful portrait of him who, under God, proved one of 
the greatest means of carrying the word of life into the 
cottages of the poor, and the otherwise destitute of this 
kingdom, who were perishing for lack of knowledge. 

“You are aware that America has long adopted the plan 
of Sunday-schools, and many who were taught in the 


English Sunday-schools have crossed the Atlantic to 
instruct the ignorant of other countries upon the same 
plan. On the continent schools of this nature have 
been recently introduced, and are in high estimation, — 
as also in South America and the West Indies. The 
plan is, in every part of the world, rising in importance; _ , 
and its apparent usefulness will probably be commen- | 
surate with time itself.” 
Nor are the benefits which have been derived from 
the establishment of the Sunday-school Society to be 
considered merely in relation to the moral and evan- 
gelical improvement of the poor of our native land. 
Let their condition, as regards their temporal circum- 
stances, be compared with the description given of the 
inhabitants of our villages, forty-six years ago, by Mr. 
Fox, in his speech at the King’s Head Tavern, and 
which there is no reason to consider as an overcharged 
or exaggerated statement. The decent clothing, and 
healthy countenances of the poor children in country 
towns and villages seem to proclaim the fact that some 
angel of mercy has been commissioned by their Father 
in heaven to remove the baneful evils attendant on igno- 
rance and vice, who, by planting the seeds of knowledge 
and religion, had produced a harvest of comfort and 
content. Happy the man whose heart planned, whose 
hands executed, and whose liberal purse first contri- 
buted to support the Sunday-school Society: with 
wonder and gratitude we exclaim, “ This also cometh 
forth from the Lord of Hosts, who is wonderful in 
_ counsel, and excellent in working.” 

4. The utility of the Sunday-school Society has been 
seen by its having formed persons for eminently promi- 
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nent stations in Christian society. It is not probable 
the benevolent founder of the Sunday-school Society, 
calculated on this blessing to the church, resulting 
from his scheme, that many persons of both sexes, 
who should be admitted into the Sunday-schools, 
would thereby be fitted for distinguished usefulness, by 
supporting and carrying forward the design. But it 
would not be difficult to mention names of indi 
viduals who from being Sunday scholars, have become 
teachers, and from teachers members of committees, 
and contributors of their property; and who from 
the grateful recollections of the benefits they themselves 
received from the Sunday-schools, are the most firm 
friends of the system, and the most zealous to enlarge 
and perpetuate it. It is highly probable, could the 
fact be ascertained, that from persons of this descrip- 
tion the gratuitous teachers were at first obtained, 
without whose assistance the noble plan of Mr. Fox 
could not have been carried into effect, and would 
probably, long ere this time, have come to nothing. 

It would not be possible to state the numbers 
of young persons, who, by becoming scholars, or 
teachers in Sunday-schools, have, through the blessing 
of God upon the use of the Scriptures, and by their | 
attending an evangelical ministry, been made “ par- 
takers of precious faith,” in the Lord Jesus, and been 
introduced into fellowship with the church of Christ. 
Numerous too are the instances of evangelical ministers, 
both of the episcopal, and methodist, and dissenting com- 
munities, and of missionaries belonging to the various 
societies formed for the evangelization of the world, who 
have in those humble Christian seminaries, not only ob- 
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taimed a knowledge of the doctrines of the gospel, but 
have been trained to habits of self-denying zeal, and of 
heartfelt sympathy for the souls of their ignorant and pe- 
rishing fellow-creatures, as also to obtain an ability for 
public speaking, by having as teachers addressed lec- 
tures on the principles of Christianity to the children of 
the schools, It is a most remarkable proof of the pro- 
tection of divine providence over the youth of this 
nation, and of the continued care exercised by the Lord 
Jesus Christ towards bis church, that during the last 
fifty years the Sumday-schools have been an 
asylum for the rising generation, preserving them from 
the baneful contagion of infidelity, which has so widely 
and malignantly prevailed, and a nursery for the garden 
of God, to supply missionaries to the heathen, which 
have ‘been so much needed, and so beneficially em- 
ployed. | 

The writer, in coneluding these memoirs, thinks it 
proper to say, that he has met with but one circum- 
stance of regret respecting the conduct of Mr. Fox, 
and even that he is not disposed to censure severely : he 
alludes to Mr. F. having spent the last twenty-five 
years of his life in the obscurity of a country village, 
and in the character of a country gentleman. Re- 
collecting that, after the toils experienced by a London 
merchant, it is not wonderful if, at the age of sixty- 
five, especially if he have acquired property, and have 
_ sons who are supposed to be capable of conducting 
his business, if he feel anxious to retire to the quiet 
retreat of a country life, with the intention of pro- 
motinog, by his personal exertions, the diffusion of evan- 
gelical truth among the peasantry of his neighbourhood. 
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It is probable, too, that Mr. F. did not at all anticipate 
so long a life. We are ready to conclude that the ib- 
- fluence which he had gained in London might have 
been turned to much better account, in the numerous 
societies established in the city, than it was by his re- 
siding in the country. But we ought not to forget that 
“ a man’s ways are not in himself, it is not in man that 
walketh to direct his steps.” The situation he is to 
fill in society, and the place where he is to dwell, are 
under a direction superior to his own. Mr. Fox appears 
to have always aimed to serve God in every station, and 
every place, even to the end of life. Honorable man! 
May all professors of Christianity live as usefully, and 
die as happily, as did Mr. Fox; and bequeath such a 
legacy as he did to the world; in the example of pious 
and evangelical zeal of christian liberality, of compas- 
sionate sympathy, and enlightened philanthropy. 


Jobn Haddon, Printer, Castle Street, Finsbury 


